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Course Syllabus 
 

SPRING SUMMER 2018 
PSALMS 

OLDT 0618 
(WEB-BASED) 

 
APRIL 30 – JULY 20, 2018 

 
INSTRUCTOR: DR. KEITH BODNER 

Email: kbodner@tyndale.ca 
 
 

Access your course material, or copy this URL into your browser http://classes.tyndale.ca. 
Course emails will be sent to your @MyTyndale.ca e-mail account. Learn how to access 
and forward emails to your personal account. 
 
 
I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course is an introduction to the Psalter and its theology. The main theological themes of 
the Psalms and the different types of Psalms will be studied. Consideration will be given to 
the Psalms’ historical and cultic contexts. The relevance of the Psalms to Christian faith and 
the life of the Church will be examined. 
 
Prerequisite: Biblical Interpretation (BIBL 0501)  
Recommended: Old Testament Theology and History (OLDT 0511) 
 
Please note: This online course incorporates streamed video lectures. Students must be 
equipped to access the Tyndale YouTube channel for the streamed lectures. Students are 
advised to consult the tutorials for online learning which can be found under Student 
Resources on your course page. 
 
 
II. LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
At the end of the course, students should be able to:  
 
A. Knowledge and Understanding 

1. explain the important theological themes and issues addressed in the Psalms. 

mailto:kbodner@tyndale.ca
http://classes.tyndale.ca/
http://classes.tyndale.ca/
http://www.tyndale.ca/it/live-at-edu
http://www.tyndale.ca/it/live-at-edu
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2. describe Psalms in terms of their function in ancient Israel and in their canonical 
context. 

3. identify and discuss the interpretative issues and questions raised by scholars 
regarding the book of Psalms. 

4. apply different approaches taken to interpreting Psalms. 
5. appreciate the literary artistry of the Psalter as a book of poetry 
6. examins the history of interpretation of the Psalms, including current issues in Psalms 

studies. 
 
B. Discipline-specific Skills  

1. analyze and exegete individual psalms in the Psalter. 
2. identify and describe different Psalm types. 
3. assess and evaluate various approaches taken to the book of Psalms. 
4. critically evaluate commentaries and articles written on the Psalms. 
5. use the Psalms in their personal prayer life and in public worship. 
6. apply practical ways in which the message of the book of Psalms can be interpreted 

and applied to the Church today in our contemporary context. 
 
C. Transferable Skills 

1. use the available resources for studying the Psalms. 
2. communicate effectively in writing participation in discussion groups. 
3. develop and apply critical thinking skills to analyze, evaluate and synthesize a wealth 

of material. 
4. use self-disciplined study habits and the ability to meet fixed deadlines as set out by 

the course outline. 
5. develop a desire for life-long learning in the study of the Psalter. 
6. use the resources of the Psalter for spiritual enrichment and Christian ministry. 

 
 
III. COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
A. REQUIRED TEXTS 
 
Brown, William P. Seeing the Psalms: A Theology of Metaphor. Louisville: Westminster John 

Knox Press, 2002.  
 
deClaissé-Walford, Nancy L., Rolf A. Jacobson, and Beth Laneel Tanner. The Book of Psalms. 

New International Commentary on the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2014. 
 
B. RECOMMENDED TEXTS 
 
Broyles, Craig C. Psalms. New International Biblical Commentary. Peabody: Hendrickson, 

1999. 

http://books.google.ca/books?id=m39XE_UorxQC&lpg=PP1&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q=&f=false
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Davidson, Robert. The Vitality of Worship: A Commentary on the Book of Psalms. Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998.  

Goldingay, John. Psalms. Volume 1: Psalms 1-41. Baker Commentary on the Old Testament 
Wisdom and Psalms. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2006. 

Goldingay, John. Psalms. Volume 2: Psalms 42-89. Baker Commentary on the Old Testament 
Wisdom and Psalms. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2007. 

Goldingay, John. Psalms. Volume 3: Psalms 90-150. Baker Commentary on the Old Testament 
Wisdom and Psalms. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008. 

McCann, J. Clinton Jr. A Theological Introduction to the Book of Psalms: The Psalms as Torah. 
Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1993. ISBN #: 0-687-41468-7 

 
C. ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING  
 
The following written assignments and discussion groups will help foster the skills of critical 
analysis and exegesis, the ability to evaluate various approaches and perspectives taken to the 
Psalms, and deepen the student’s knowledge of the overall message of the book of Psalms. 
 
1. Discussion Forums 
During each week we will have the opportunity to engage in online class discussions of the 
relevant chapters under consideration. Alongside posting a response to the weekly questions, 
each student is expected to make a useful contribution to the discussion, either in the form of 
opinions proffered, critical engagement, relevant contribution from a key secondary source, 
or responses to comments from the group. Although we will have discussion forums each 
week, only weeks 3-11 will be officially graded.  
 
 Assessment is cumulative, and will comprise 30% of the total grade.  
 

Weekly Discussion Forum Grading Rubric 

Category  1  2 3 4 SCORE 

Completeness of 
post 

addresses none of 
the questions 
presented; far too 
short; nearly all 
are incomplete 

addresses less 
than all of the 
questions; shorter 
in length; several 
answers are 
incomplete 

addresses all parts 
of the questions;  
respectable 
length; somewhat 
complete 

completely addresses 
all parts of the 
questions;  
respectable length; 
complete response 

 

Promptness and 
Initiative  

initial posting 
after Tuesday; 
does not respond 
to most postings; 
rarely participates 
freely 

initial posting on 
or before 
Tuesday; responds 
to most postings 
several days after 
initial discussion; 
limited initiative 

initial posting on 
or before 
Tuesday; responds 
to most postings 
within a timely 
manner; requires 
occasional 
prompting to post  

initial posting on or 
before Tuesday; 
consistently responds 
to postings in a timely 
manner; 
demonstrates good 
self-initiative  

   

Delivery of Post  utilizes poor 
spelling and 
grammar in most 

errors in spelling 
and grammar 

few grammatical 
or spelling errors 
are noted in posts  

consistently uses 
grammatically correct 
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posts; posts 
appear "hasty"  

evidenced in 
several posts  

posts with rare 
misspellings  

Relevance of 
Post  

posts topics which 
do not relate to 
the discussion 
content; makes 
short or irrelevant 
remarks  

occasionally posts 
off topic; most 
posts are short in 
length and offer 
no further insight 
into the topic  

frequently posts 
topics that are 
related to 
discussion 
content; post 
prompts further 
discussion of topic  

consistently posts 
topics related to 
discussion topic; cites 
additional references, 
post prompts further 
discussion 

   

Expression 
Within the Post 

does not express 
opinions or ideas 
clearly; no 
connection to 
topic 

unclear 
connection to 
topic evidenced in 
minimal 
expression of 
opinions or ideas; 
mostly 
unsubstantiated 
opinions  

opinions and ideas 
are occasionally 
substantiated; 
stated clearly with 
occasional lack of 
connection to 
topic 

expresses 
substantiated 
opinions and ideas in 
a clear and concise 
manner with obvious 
connection to topic 

   

Contribution to 
the Learning 
Community 

does not make 
effort to 
participate in 
learning 
community as it 
develops; seems 
indifferent  

occasionally 
makes meaningful 
reflection on 
group’s efforts; 
marginal effort to 
become involved 
with group  

frequently 
attempts to direct 
the discussion and 
to present 
relevant 
viewpoints for 
consideration by 
group; interacts 
freely  

aware of needs of 
community; 
frequently attempts 
to motivate group 
discussion; presents 
creative approaches 
to topic  

   

 TOTAL 

 
 
2. Research Paper  
Since this course is designed for those who will be involved in various levels of leadership in 
the church and the academy, this assignment presents an opportunity to carefully consider 
matters of application and relevance of the book of Psalms. This paper is to be 3000 words in 
length, and provides the chance to showcase research skills combined with careful exegesis 
and theological interpretation. A topic should be selected by week 3, and if the student is 
undecided, during week 2 a list of potential topics can be provided. Students may choose 
their own topic or ask the professor, and topics from any section of the course material can 
be chosen.   
 
 Due at the end of week 10, for 40% of the total grade.  
 
Rubric for Final Paper 
 

 A B C D 

Identifies Issues/Problems 
(if applicable) 

Demonstrates a clear and 
deep understanding of 
the contemporary issue 
clearly based in 

Demonstrates a clear 
understanding of the 
contemporary issue based 
in theological 

Demonstrates an 
understanding of the 
contemporary issue based 
on theological 

Demonstrates 
superficial 
understanding of the 
contemporary issue 
based on limited 
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theological understanding 
of contemporary culture 
 

understanding of 
contemporary culture 

understanding of 
contemporary culture 

theological 
understanding of 
contemporary culture 

Connections:  Theory and 
Practice.  

Makes appropriate, 
insightful and powerful 
connections between the 
issue/problem and the 
material covered. 
 

Makes appropriate and 
insightful connections 
between the issue/ 
problem and the material 
covered. 

Makes appropriate but 
somewhat vague 
connections between the 
issue/problem and the 
material covered. 

Makes little or no 
connection between 
the issue/problem and 
the material covered. 

Integration of all material 
covered 

Accurately and precisely 
integrates all relevant 
conceptual material from 
the course.  
References clearly 
recognizable. 
 

Accurately integrates 
relevant conceptual 
material from the course 
 
References recognizable. 

Limited integration of 
conceptual material from 
the course 
 
References somewhat 
obscure and difficult to 
identify. 

Integrates few or no 
concepts from the 
course. 
 
References difficult to 
find. 

Recommendations 
 
 
 
 

Makes realistic, 
appropriate and insightful 
recommendations clearly 
supported by the 
theological principles 
learnt. 
 

Makes realistic and 
appropriate 
recommendations clearly 
supported by the 
theological principles 
learnt. 
 

Makes realistic or 
appropriate 
recommendations 
supported by the 
theological principles 
learnt. 
 

Makes realistic or 
appropriate 
recommendations with 
limited support from 
the theological 
principles learnt. 
 

Incorporation of  
redemptive mission of 
God, call of the church  and 
understanding of 
eschatology 

Response clearly framed 
in terms of God’s 
redemptive mission, 
eschatology and 
consequent call to and 
mission of the church as 
covered in the course.  

Response framed in terms 
of God’s redemptive 
mission, eschatology and 
consequent call to and 
mission of the church as 
covered in the course. 

Response contains some 
references to God’s 
redemptive mission, 
eschatology and 
consequent call to and 
mission of the church as 
covered in the course. 

Response contains little 
reference to God’s 
redemptive mission, 
eschatology and 
consequent call to and 
mission of the church as 
covered in the course. 

Deductive reasoning Shows clear evidence of 
deductive reasoning. 
Definition of problem and 
response clearly derived 
from theology.  

Shows evidence of 
deductive reasoning. 
Definition of problem and 
response derived from 
theology 

Shows some evidence of 
deductive reasoning. 
Some link between 
definition of problem and 
response and theology. 
Reverts to inductive 
thinking unrelated to 
theology on occasion.  

Shows little evidence of 
deductive reasoning. 
Reasoning indicates 
incoherent link with 
theology. Resorts 
mostly to inductive 
thinking unrelated to 
theology. 

Formulation of Response Response clearly 
addresses the problem in 
a way that fosters 
transformation/redempti
on based on sound 
theology.  

Response addresses the 
problem in a way that 
fosters 
transformation/redempti
on based on sound 
theology. 

Response addresses the 
problem. Response is not 
necessarily redemptive.  

Response does not 
address problem 
directly. Tends to be 
prescriptive and not 
redemptive. 

Communication:  Clearly articulates 
response in language 
devoid of Christianeze. 
Response clearly directed 
at live audience. Truth is 
expressed fully and 
unambiguously yet 
graciously.  

Articulates response in 
language mostly devoid of 
Christianeze. Response 
directed at live audience. 
Truth is expressed 
unambiguously yet 
graciously. 

Articulates response in 
language mostly devoid of 
Christianeze. Response 
somewhat contrived. 
Truth is expressed 
somewhat ambiguously. 

Language contains 
Christianeze. Contains 
ambiguity. 

Adaption as opposed to 
adoption 

Message clearly adapted 
to perceived audience but 
avoids temptation to 
adopt cultural mindset. 
Clearly confronts and 
addresses problem 
without condemnation. 

Message adapted to 
perceived audience but 
avoids temptation to 
adopt cultural mindset. 
Confronts and addresses 
problem without 
condemnation 

Message somewhat 
adapted to perceived 
audience. Mostly avoids 
temptation to adopt 
cultural mindset Exhibits 
some accommodation 
with culture.  

Message not adapted 
to perceived audience. 
Tendency to 
accommodate culture 
and avoid presentation 
of the truth.  
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3. Reflective journal 
 
Each week students will be asked to keep a reflective journal. Questions will be posted on 
each psalm to guide the reflection, and students will be expected to provide a one to two 
paragraph reflection in their online journals. Online journals are private to each student and 
the professor. Although journal entries are required for each week, only those for weeks 3-12 
will actually be graded. 
 
Due: Every Saturday at midnight for 30% of the final grade. 
 
Rubric for reflective journal     

 

 A B C D 

Writing Quality 
 
 

Ability to write clearly 
and cogently. Provides 
adequate personal 
examples. Writing is 
well organized and 
builds to a definite 
conclusion. 
  

Ability to write 
cogently. Provides 
some personal 
examples. Writing is 
organized and leads to 
a conclusion. 
 

Provides generalized 
examples. Writing is 
not well organized and 
lacks a concise 
conclusion.  
 

Writing difficult to 
follow. Lacks specific 
examples. Work it is 
not organized and lacks 
a conclusion.  

Insights, Understanding 
and deductive reasoning 

Work conveys clear 
awareness of the 
impact that knowledge 
of truth about God has 
on understanding of 
self in relation to God 
and the world as well 
as the response we are 
to make to God. 
Clear connection 
between work 
reviewed during the 
past week and 
reflections. 
 

Work conveys 
awareness of the 
impact that knowledge 
of truth about God has 
on understanding of 
self in relation to God 
and the world as well 
as the response we are 
to make to God. There 
is a connection 
between work 
reviewed during the 
past week and 
reflections. 
 
 

Work conveys some 
awareness of the 
impact that knowledge 
of truth about God has 
on understanding of 
self in relation to God 
and God. Makes no 
little mention of 
required response. 
Some connection 
between work 
reviewed during the 
past week and 
reflections. 
 
 

Work conveys little 
direct awareness of the 
impact that knowledge 
of truth about God has 
on understanding of 
self.  Reflection appears 
unconnected to 
concepts reviewed 
during the week.  
 

Awareness of areas of 
tension with own values 
and that of surrounding 
culture 

Work conveys clear 
awareness of the 
tensions created when 
deeper knowledge of 
truth about God 
confronts personal and 
cultural values based 
on worldly ideologies.   
Clearly identifies and 
articulates these 
tensions referring to 
appropriate specific 
examples and suggests 

Work conveys an 
awareness of the 
tensions created when 
deeper knowledge of 
truth about God 
confronts personal and 
cultural values based 
on worldly ideologies.   
Identifies and 
articulates these 
tensions using some 
examples and suggests 
changes required to 

Work conveys some 
awareness of the 
tensions created when 
deeper knowledge of 
truth about God 
confronts personal and 
cultural values based 
on worldly ideologies.   
Identification and 
articulation of these 
tensions sometimes 
unclear. Mentions a 

Work conveys little 
awareness of the 
tensions created when 
deeper knowledge of 
truth about God 
confronts personal and 
cultural values based 
on worldly ideologies.  
Includes few or no 
examples. 
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changes required to 
align own life with the 
Truth. 
 

align own life with the 
Truth. 
 

few generalized 
examples. 
 

Transformation Reflection contains 
clear commitment to 
change. Boldly 
identifies attitudes, 
choices, behaviour and 
or relationship changes 
inspired by insight into 
the nature of God, our 
call and eschatology as 
expounded by the 
course. 
 

Reflection contains 
commitment to 
change. Identifies 
attitudes, choices, 
behaviour and or 
relationship changes 
inspired by insight into 
the nature of God, our 
call and eschatology as 
expounded by the 
course. 
. 

Reflection contains 
some commitment to 
change. Identifies some 
attitudinal, behavioral 
and or relational 
change required. 
Connection between 
changes required and 
work reviewed 
sometimes unclear.  
 

Reflection contains 
little commitment to 
change. Little 
identification of 
attitudes, choices, 
behaviour and/or 
relationship changes 
required. Connection 
between changes 
required and work 
reviewed unclear.  
 

Demonstrates ability to 
incorporate reflections 
into changed attitude 
towards God, self , 
others and the world. 

Reflections culminate 
in clearly articulated 
approach to worship, 
ministry, relationships 
and the world. This 
approach is consistent 
with the work 
reviewed. 
 

Reflection contains an 
articulation of an 
approach to worship, 
ministry, relationships 
and the world that is 
consistent with the 
work reviewed 

Reflection contains 
some articulation of an 
approach to worship, 
ministry, relationships 
and the world that is 
consistent with the 
work reviewed 

Reflection contains 
loose articulation of an 
approach to worship, 
ministry, relationships 
and the world. Lack of 
consistency with the 
work reviewed 

Integration of material  
and growth in 
awareness of  impact 
and importance of 
theology for spiritual 
growth  
 
 
 
 

Demonstrates an ability 
to build on insights 
from previous lectures 
to add to the current 
reflection. Shows 
progression in grasp of 
importance theology 
for spiritual growth. 
 

Demonstrates an ability 
to integrate insights 
from previous lectures 
to add to the current 
reflection. Shows 
progression in grasp of 
importance theology 
for spiritual growth  
 

Demonstrates some 
ability to build on 
insights from previous 
lectures to add to the 
current reflection. 
Shows some 
progression in grasp of 
importance theology 
for spiritual growth. 
 
 

Demonstrates little 
ability to build on 
insights from previous 
lectures. Demonstrates 
little progression in 
grasp of importance 
theology for spiritual 
growth where required 
 
 

 

 
Student Time Expectation Table  

 % of Grade Average Time 
Required 

Average Weekly 
Time Required 

Weekly Reading and Listening (12 weeks) -- 60 hours 5 hours/week 

Weekly Discussion (9 weeks) 30% 30 hours 3 hours/week 

Research paper 40% 36 hours (student schedules) 

Total Grade 100% 126 hours 

 
 
D. GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN WORK 
 
1. Your work should demonstrate the following characteristics: 
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Accuracy (a fair and accurate presentation of scholarly judgment on the issues) – Is what I say 
correct? Is it valid? Have I understood the topic or question?  
Critical Analysis – Have I understood the main issues? Have I done sufficient research on the 
topic? Does my paper show critical reflection, interaction and dialogue with the biblical text 
and with authors writing on the subject? 
Organization – Does my paper follow a clear outline? Does my paper have a thesis 
statement? Is there a clear progression and development of an idea or an argument in the 
paper? Does my argument have a meaningful order? 
Clarity – Does what I say make sense? Will others clearly understand what I am seeking to 
express? 
Good Grammar and Writing – Is my paper clean of spelling mistakes? Is the text punctuated 
correctly? Does the sentence structure consistently adhere to basic rules of good grammar? 
Do I use inclusive language? 
Well Documented (thorough) – Is my work complete? Does my bibliography reflect sufficient 
research? Have I fully and accurately documented where I have relied upon the work of 
others? Have I provided complete information about my research sources? Will others be 
able to locate these sources on the strength of my documentation? 
 
2. Matters of Style 
 
You should submit written work in a style consistent with either the model outlined in The 
SBL Handbook of Style: For Ancient Near Eastern, Biblical, and Early Christian Studies (P. H. 
Alexander, et al, eds. Peabody: Hendrickson, 1999) or the Chicago Manual of Style Online. For 
proper citation style, consult the Chicago-Style Quick Guide (Tyndale e-resource) or the full 
edition of the Chicago Manual of Style Online, especially ch. 14. For citing scripture texts, 
refer to sections 10.46 to 10.51 and 14.253 to 14.254. 
 
Written work ought to be free of spelling mistakes, punctuated correctly, and adhere to basic 
rules of grammar. It is expected that written work will be submitted in a clear, straight-
forward style of academic prose (cf. the guidelines in Strunk and White, Elements of Style). 
Written work ought to betray clear organization, argument and coherent thought. The use of 
inclusive language is expected.  
 
3. Plagiarism and Honesty 
 
Students should consult the current Academic Calendar for academic polices on Academic 
Honesty, Gender Inclusive Language in Written Assignments, Late Papers and Extensions, 
Return of Assignments, and Grading System.  
 
Academic Integrity 
Integrity in academic work is required of all our students. Academic dishonesty is any breach 
of this integrity, and includes such practices as cheating (the use of unauthorized material on 
tests and examinations), submitting the same work for different classes without permission of 

http://www.sbl-site.org/assets/pdfs/SBLHSrevised2_09.pdf
http://www.sbl-site.org/assets/pdfs/SBLHSrevised2_09.pdf
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/contents.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/tools_citationguide.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/contents.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch14/ch14_toc.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch10/ch10_sec046.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch14/ch14_sec253.html
http://www.bartleby.com/141/index.html
http://tyndale.ca/registrar/calendar


Revised January 29, 2018  9 

 

the instructors; using false information (including false references to secondary sources) in an 
assignment; improper or unacknowledged collaboration with other students, and plagiarism. 
Tyndale University College & Seminary takes seriously its responsibility to uphold academic 
integrity, and to penalize academic dishonesty.  
 
In all work, you are obliged to pay careful attention to matters of intellectual property, 
honesty and integrity. Plagiarism is to be avoided at all costs and will not be tolerated in any 
form whatsoever. Plagiarism, by definition, is the use of the work of another person without 
proper acknowledgement. Examples of plagiarism include (but are not limited to) the 
following: copying a sentence or part of a sentence from a book or article without using 
quotation marks and citing the source; rephrasing another person’s words without giving 
credit for the idea that you have borrowed by citing the source; copying the work of someone 
else and handing it in as your own. It is assumed that each assignment required for this 
course will be written independently. Please note that plagiarism in any form on any 
assignment will automatically result in a grade of “F” for the assignment with no opportunity 
for resubmission. 
 
4. Title Page and Documentation  
 
The title page for all written work ought to include the following: 
The title of the paper, name of the course, name of the professor, date of submission, and 
your name (if you have a Tyndale Campus mailbox, this must also appear on the title page). 
Ensure that you have accurately and fully documented sources used in your paper (footnotes 
are preferred, endnotes or, in the case of a review. parenthetical references may be used). 
Documentation and notes should be consistent with the model provided in The SBL Handbook 
of Style: For Ancient Near Eastern, Biblical, and Early Christian Studies (P. H. Alexander, et al, 
eds. Peabody: Hendrickson, 1999) or the Chicago Manual of Style Online.  
 
E. SUMMARY OF ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
 
Evaluation is based upon the completion of the following: 
 

Discussion Forums 30 % 

Research Paper 40 % 

Reflective Journal 30 % 

Total Grade 100 % 

 
F. ONLINE COURSE ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 
As an online course, students are obviously not subject to an in-class attendance policy. 
However, participation is a key element in learning. For each topic a discussion forum has 
been set up. The forum is designed to allow students to ask questions or make comments on 
the material being covered on that topic. The instructor will also post comments and 

http://www.sbl-site.org/assets/pdfs/SBLHSrevised2_09.pdf
http://www.sbl-site.org/assets/pdfs/SBLHSrevised2_09.pdf
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/contents.html
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questions. Participation in the discussions will be counted as 30% of the final grade.  Failure to 
participate in three discussion forums will be grounds for failure of the course.  
 
G. COURSE EVALUATION 
 
Tyndale Seminary values quality in the courses it offers its students. End-of-course 
evaluations provide valuable student feedback and are one of the ways that Tyndale 
Seminary works towards maintaining and improving the quality of courses and the student’s 
learning experience. Student involvement in this process is critical to enhance the general 
quality of teaching and learning. 
 
Before the end of the course, students will receive a MyTyndale email with a link to the online 
course evaluation. The evaluation period is 2 weeks; after the evaluation period has ended, it 
cannot be reopened. 
 
Course Evaluation results will not be disclosed to the instructor before final grades in the 
course have been submitted and processed. Student names will be kept confidential and the 
instructor will only see the aggregated results of the class. 
 
 
IV. COURSE SCHEDULE, CONTENT AND REQUIRED READINGS 
 
Within the library of the world’s classics, the book of Psalms occupies a unique place.  
Few books were composed over a longer period of time and have exercised more cultural and 
religious influence than the Psalms, the longest and most complex collection in the Hebrew 
Bible and arguably one of the most illustrious and durable texts in history. Nearly 1,000 years 
in the making with dozens of contributors, this ancient anthology includes 150 prayers and 
poems for a host of public occasions and private exigencies, and altogether exhibits a 
surprising array of historical memories and theological reflections.   
 
This course is an introduction to the world of the Psalms that focuses on the content and the 
poetic forms that are encountered in the collection, guiding the reader toward an 
appreciation of the purposes of the Psalms, and their contributions to the Hebrew Bible. 
Along with background discussion on the development of the Psalms and an overview of the 
variety and genres of these poetic texts, there is also some explanation of why the book 
contains some of the most famously comforting lines in history (“Though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death,” Ps 23:4) and some of the most violent imprecations (“Break 
their teeth, O God, in their mouth,” Ps 58:6).  
 
Rather than abstract theorizing, this course features close readings of numerous psalms so 
that the student can explore the poetically-framed questions raised in the Psalms, ranging 
from the problem of evil and the silence of God to issues of philosophical speculation, 
practical atheism (“the fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God!’” Ps 14:1), and even life after 
death.  
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This course also includes elements of reception history, and we will assess in a preliminary 
way the enduring legacy of the psalms in music, poetry, drama, and the novel, and an attempt 
to explain why the Psalter is a powerful resource for spiritual direction that ranks among the 
most translated and transcribed texts in world history.  
 
The entire book of Psalms will be read in sequence over the duration of our course, with in-
depth studies of particular psalms and relevant interpretive issues along the way.  
 
Week 1: Entering the Psalms 
 
A threefold approach for studying the Psalms is outlined: historical, literary, and theological. 
First, there is a discussion of the Psalms in their historical context. Here a basic sketch of the 
history of Israel is provided, along with a discussion of the place of the book of Psalms within 
the Hebrew Bible. Second, there is a discussion about what is distinctive about the Psalms as 
a work of literature. An overview of biblical poetry is provided, with an explanation of 
parallelism as a foundational poetic feature that we discover in the Psalms. Third, in terms of 
theology, there is a discussion about distinctive beliefs held by ancient Israelites that 
contemporary readers may be unaware of, and some of their basic assumptions about God 
and humanity that are useful to know when considering the Psalms.  
 
 Assignment texts: Psalms 1-12  
 
Week 2: The Psalms in the Ancient Near East, Part 1 
 
Various ideas about the origins of the Israelite psalms are probed in week 2 of our course. By 
comparing Hebrew compositions with the religious poetry of other nations, the reader can 
appreciate that the psalms did not arise in a vacuum but are part of a wider cultural network, 
and in a number of ways draw on a common fund of images for relating the human and divine 
spheres even while moving in distinctive directions. The Hebrew title for the book, Tehillim 
(or “Praises”), is associated with the idea of a musical instrument, and the Psalms have a 
longstanding tie with music and performance. Through analyses of Psalm 29 and 104, it is 
suggested that certain psalms arose as responses to situations of public importance such an 
ideological struggle with a prevailing worldview from the surrounding nations. 
 

Assignment texts: Psalms 13-25 
 
Week 3: The Psalms in the Ancient Near East, Part 2 
 
As we further respond the question of how various psalms arose in ancient Israel and why 
they were composed, week 3 continues our focus on the backstory of several individual 
psalms, while recognizing that there are not sure strategies for determining a psalm’s date of 
composition. In fact, most of the psalms seem deliberately vague about the presenting 
situation in order to be usable by worshipers in a variety of situations. But through a study of 
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Psalm 74 and the controversial Psalm 137, it is suggested that a crisis moment in national 
history such as the trauma of the Babylonian exile could give rise to certain psalms, songs that 
were then preserved by subsequent generations.  
 
 Assignment texts: Psalms 26-36  
 
Week 4: The Variety of Psalms, Part 1 
 
Within the collection of 150 psalms written over the course of a millennium, there is great 
diversity of material. Just as there are different kinds of songs nowadays (ballads, anthems, 
hymns, folk tunes) and assorted musical genres (classical, jazz, country, hip-hop) so there are 
numerous categories and styles of psalms. This week various genres of psalms are canvassed, 
including the most frequently attested: psalms of lament and psalms of the temple. In this 
chapter, Psalm 73 is given careful consideration, since it provides a compelling account of an 
individual’s experience that begins with frustration: why do the wicked appear so healthy and 
prosperous, while the righteous languish and apparently are not rewarded for keeping their 
hearts pure? Such thoughts were tormenting the poet, but a turning-point occurs in the 
psalm when the poet enters the sanctuary of God, and in a powerful crescendo the poet 
experiences a revelation about the meaning of life and the final destiny of the unrighteous.  
 
 Assignment texts: Psalms 37-48  
 
Week 5: The Variety of Psalms, Part 2 
 
Continuing our discussion of the variety with the Psalter, this week features discussion of 
other genres such as wisdom, royal, and celebration psalms. Moreover, there are other 
psalms that resist categorization and preserve the voice of an outsider—perhaps someone 
excluded from temple worship—and such poems are mentioned as chapter 3 concludes, with 
a short discussion about how the poetic medium was utilized to explore important topics such 
as alienation or suffering, childrearing woes or vocational anxieties, fear of the future and 
situations of deep stress, in addition to the seemingly mundane circumstances of everyday 
routine as opportunities to experience the divine presence.  
 
 Assignment texts: Psalms 49-60 
 
Week 6: Israel’s History in the Psalms, Part 1 
 
From the “Funeral Oration of Pericles” in the works of Thucydides to T. S. Eliot’s The 
Wasteland, literary texts have often been composed for specific occasions or as responses to 
a prevailing cultural situation or worldview. Earlier in our course it was suggest that similar 
premises are behind some of the poetry in the book of Psalms, and that Israelite songwriters 
produced various compositions that invite the community to reimagine important events and 
to highlight the experience of a particular occasion, or perhaps to counter a prevailing 
ideology or belief system. An important genre is referred to as the historical psalms, where a 
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sequence of episodes in Israel’s national history are poetically represented. Nearly a dozen 
psalms might be classified as historical (or at least contain longer historical reflections or have 
the characteristics of the genre), and our discussion begins with a close reading of Psalm 114. 
 
 Assignment texts: Psalms 61-70  
 
Week 7: Israel’s History in the Psalms, Part 2 
 
Our discussion of how Israel’s historical experience are rendered on the poetic canvas 
continues this week with several other examples: Psalms 105-106 (detailing two different 
perspectives on the national sojourn in the wilderness), and 78. There are several kinds of 
interconnected elements that are of interest: some of the poetic techniques that are used 
(such as parallelism of intensification, ellipsis, and intertextuality) in the historical psalms, the 
overall message of a given psalm when its entirety is considered, and ideas about why a 
particular historical psalm may have been composed and preserved and how it might have 
been used in ancient Israel’s social setting.  
 
 Assignment texts: Psalms 71-80  
 
Week 8: The Songs of Ascent 
 
Within the book of Psalms are a number of smaller groupings or sub-collections, such as the 
Korah psalms (42–49), the psalms of Asaph (73–83), and the so-called Egyptian Passover 
psalms (113–118). These various units are discussed this week, with the significant attention 
devoted to the “songs of ascent” (Psalms 120–134), a collection often thought to have 
originated as pilgrimage music, performed by every year by travelers on their way up to 
worship in Jerusalem. Because each of the fifteen songs begin with the heading shir 
hama‘aloth—rendered as a song of “steps” or “going up”—the pilgrimage genre has a certain 
attractiveness, and would point to an earlier tradition in ancient Israel. In more recent days 
some scholars have argued for a later date and less connection to the temple or pilgrimage as 
such, and more metaphorical intents such as the burdens of human existence and the journey 
of life. These various ways of reading the songs of ascent are discussed in this chapter.  
 
 Assignment texts: Psalms 81-92  
 
Week 9: Psalms of David’s Life 
 
Furthering our discussion about sub-collections within the Psalter, there are twelve psalms 
with superscriptions that directly relate to events in the life of David, although they are 
scattered throughout the book of Psalms rather than appearing sequentially. Since David was 
considered the greatest king in Israelite history and his is the most extensively drawn portrait 
in the Hebrew Bible, there is a short overview of his life story and the position of King David in 
the book of Psalms. Moreover, three of these psalms in particular are explored: Psalm 63, 
associated with his flight from Saul in the desert of Judah, Psalm 51, associated with Nathan 
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the prophet’s confrontation after his adultery with Bathsheba, and Psalm 3, associated with 
the threat posed by his son Absalom’s rebellion. 
 
 Assignment texts: Psalms 93-105  
 
Week 10: Organizing the Collection 
 
Having analyzed a number of individual psalms and groupings, this week we turn to the final 
form of the Psalter and how it is organized as a book. Our discussion begins with two stages. 
First, the various superscriptions (apart from those that mention a particular event in David’s 
life) are assessed, along with some explanation of how they developed over time and some 
guidelines for interpreting them. Second, the positioning of Psalms 1 & 2 at the outset of the 
collection is carefully considered, as these opening psalms are often referred to as the 
gateway of the Psalter. It will be observed that Psalm 1 is a meditation on the virtues of a 
righteous life contrasted with the instability and ephemeral nature of a life lived apart from 
God, while Psalm 2 articulates the dangers of other nations resisting a future ruler of 
international domain. Therefore, scholars suggest a strategic placement because together the 
two psalms serve to introduce a number of key themes and movements within the Psalms as 
a whole, including the importance of every individual life and the hope for a king with 
multinational implications.  
 
 Assignment texts: Psalms 106-118  
 
Week 11: The Five Books of the Psalter 
 
Continuing our discussion on the final form of the Psalter, this week we will discuss the five-
book structure of the Psalms, and it is proposed that there is a larger metanarrative or 
overarching storyline that can be discerned in the final form of the text. Two substantial 
questions are asked. First, can we maintain that the structure of the book of Psalms generally 
corresponds to the history of Israel, from the reigns of David and Solomon through the 
murkiness of the divided kingdom, followed by the travail of exile and subsequent restoration 
to the land? Second, can we suggest that in the architecture of the book of Psalms there is a 
general movement from dwelling on past mistakes to a more joyful set of expectations for the 
future? 
 
 Assignment texts: Psalms 119-133  
 
Week 12: The Enduring Legacy of the Book of Psalms 
 
Our concluding discussion in this course turns to the enduring legacy of the book of Psalms, 
and has two parts. First, the history of interpretation is surveyed, with a selection of four 
major thinkers over the ages chosen for their influential contributions to the interpretation of 
the psalms and their lasting insights: Augustine, Rashi, Calvin, and Jonathan Edwards. The 
second part of chapter 7 turns to the reception history of the book of Psalms in four different 
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areas of the arts: drama, music, poetry, and the novel. In this second section we also inquire 
about the role of the Psalms in contemporary liturgies of the Christian church, and the 
resources for spiritual direction and preaching that are available in this inestimable book.  
 
 Assignment texts: Psalms 134-150  
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