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Course Syllabus  
 

WINTER 2018 
TEXT AND INTERPRETATION 

INTD 0851 
 

JANUARY 11 – APRIL 5 
THURSDAYS, 2:15 – 5:05  

 
INSTRUCTOR: DR. JOHN KESSLER 

Phone number:  (416) 226-6620, ext. 6724 
E-mail: jkessler@tyndale.ca 

Office: C 305 
 

Office hours: 
Mondays 1:30–2:30 pm; Wednesdays 12:30–1:30 pm 

 
I will usually be available at these hours, but not always. To book an appointment, please 
leave me your preferred day and time, and a possible second choice, and I will confirm with 
you.  Please contact me via e-mail: jkessler@tyndale.ca. If e-mail is unavailable, please call 
416-226-6620, ext. 6724. 
 
During office hours, if I am in my office and the door is open, please feel free to check with 
me to see if I am available. 
 
To access your course material, please go to http://classes.tyndale.ca. Course emails will be 
sent to your @MyTyndale.ca e-mail account. For information how to access and forward 
emails to your personal account, see http://www.tyndale.ca/it/live-at-edu. 

 

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course will examine the various issues involved in the reading of the Bible in the context 
of the faith and life of the Christian community. It is a course that deals with two inter-related 
questions: (1) when we talk about the ‘meaning’ of a text what are we talking about, and (2) 
how do we ascertain what a given text calls us to do? As such, the following dimensions of 
reading the text will be examined:  

(1) exegetical, historical and literary matters;  
(2) hermeneutical considerations, especially the relationship between the Testaments;  

mailto:jkessler@tyndale.ca
http://classes.tyndale.ca/
http://www.tyndale.ca/it/live-at-edu
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(3) reading strategies for approaching the biblical text;  
(4) the interface between text, theology and canon, and  
(5) the history of interpretation. 

 

II. LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 
At the end of the course, students should be able to:  
 

1. demonstrate competence in examining the grammatical, historical, philological, 
redactional and literary dimensions of a biblical text as well as matters of introduction 
related to the text. 

2. articulate the major positions regarding the relationship between the historical 
meaning of a text and its authorship and literary history, and its function as Holy 
Scripture/Divine Discourse. 

2. explain and evaluate various contemporary and historical reading strategies and 
hermeneutical approaches utilized in the reading of the Hebrew Bible within the 
Christian tradition. 

3. apply the broader perspectives of Theology and Canon to the interpretation of a text. 
4. interact with the history of interpretation of a given text. 
5. suggest relevant paths of reflection for the contemporary significance of a biblical text. 

 
 
III. COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
A. REQUIRED TEXTS   
 
Nicholas Wolterstorff. Divine Discourse: Philosophical Reflections on the Claim That God 

Speaks. Cambridge and New York, NY: Cambridge University Press, 1995. 
 
A series of weekly readings will be distributed by the professor in class or posted on the 
course mainpage. 
 
B. ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
 

1. Readings (10%) and Class Preparation and Participation (10%) 
Students will be expected to prepare for class by completing the weekly readings and 
related assignments in advance of the class. A sheet will be passed around in each 
class upon which students will indicate whether they have done the reading for the 
week. Students will also be evaluated on their participation in class discussion.  
 

2. Leading Class Discussion (20%) 
Each week, one or two students will lead the class in the analysis and discussion of a 
text or article. The length of the time involved is 10 to 15 minutes. Students may 
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expect to do this three to four times during the semester. These presentations will be 
of two main types. In the first type of presentation the student presenter will 
introduce the class to a technique of biblical interpretation (i.e. allegorism, midrash, 
typology etc.) by summarizing an article assigned to them. The other students will not 
have read the article beforehand. These presentations should involve a summary of 
the article in such a way as to make it comprehensible to the class. In the second type 
of presentation the student presenter the whole class will have read the article. The 
student presenter will prepare a series of observations and questions so as to lead the 
class in a discussion of the article and its implications. The presentation must not be a 
simple re-statement of the content of the article. If the student presenter simply re-
states the content of the article the professor will stop the presentation and move 
on to the next presenter. The presenter must formulate an introduction and 
discussion questions that get to the heart of the purpose and core argument of the 
document under study. It is advisable for the leader to send the discussion questions 
to class members a few days before class session. 
 

3. Response Paper (15%). Due by 11:59 pm, Sat, Feb 24. 
The student will prepare a short paper of no more than 7 pages. Marks will be 
deducted if the paper exceeds this limit. This paper will be a response to the 
approaches of hermeneutical theorists Steinmetz, Brown, Poythress, and Kaiser, 
regarding how the “meaning” of a text is to be determined. This paper should focus 
upon your sense of the validity of the various positions proposed, your own narrative 
of what you thought before doing these readings, and your position now, not an 
extensive re-statement of the position of these authors. This paper is to be submitted, 
in pdf form, to assignmentsforkessler@yahoo.ca. Marks will be deducted if the paper 
is sent to any other e mail address, or send in any other than a pdf format. 
 

4. Class Seminar and Term Paper (45%). Final Submission date: 11:59 pm, April 6.  
 Papers must not exceed 23 pages, double spaced, (not including bibliography). 

Marks will be deducted if the paper exceeds this limit.  
 
The student will choose one of the types of paper indicated below and will also prepare a 
class seminar on the topic. If so desired, students may elect not to present the class 
seminar, and have their mark based entirely on the term paper.  

 
A. AN EXEGETICAL/HERMENEUTICAL PAPER.  
 
The student will prepare a paper on one of the passages listed in the document ‘Biblical 
Texts for Exegetical/Hermeneutical Paper’ (on the course main page), or another, 
chosen with the permission of the course professor. This is not to be an exegesis paper 
per se. Rather, it is meant to enable the student to see the degree to which 
hermeneutical pre-understandings and judgments of the interpreter’s (or of the 
interpretive community) affect one’s reading of the text. The student will first identify 
the key aspects of the text which have given rise to varying interpretations over the 

mailto:assignmentsforkessler@yahoo.ca
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centuries. These are the kind of issues which are explored in Dr. Bill Webb’s “Validation” 
assignment in his BI course. Second, the student will then examine how the text has 
been understood in various interpretive traditions (Jewish, Catholic, Lutheran, Calvinist, 
Anabaptist). The student will take special note of the interplay between the interpretive 
decisions taken and the a priori judgments made by the interpreter about theological or 
hermeneutical issues. Example: The theme of election in Rom 9:10-16 is exegeted 
differently in the Wesleyan and Reformed traditions. The call to obey the state, and the 
use of force in Rom 13:1-7 is understood differently in the pacifist/Anabaptist 
community versus others. Third, the student will reflect on the theological and practical 
implications of his/her study, especially noting what she/he has learned from this 
exercise. 
 
Essentially, in the paper the student will be required to show a command of the 
following skills: 

1. the ability to identify the elements of the passage which will yield differing results 
depending on the readers hermeneutical and interpretive stance; 

2. the ability to weigh the arguments involved in deciding between varying 
interpretive conclusions; 

3. the ability to identify key interpretive/hermeneutical decisions that readers and 
reading communities make (or have made) regarding how to approach the text. The 
section should also include a survey of the approaches of various communities and 
traditions to these key interpretive decisions. 

4. the ability to present a brief discussion of the relevant historical material regarding: 
(1) the world within the text (that is the world depicted and narrated within the 
text) and (2) the world behind the text (i.e. the world of the narrator who 
configured the text and the community for which it was destined) and (3) the 
central preoccupations of the text in the world in which the text was produced. 

5. reflections on the contemporary use of the text in the Christian community, and 
upon the lessons learned regarding hermeneutical theory in general. 

 
OR 

 
B. A PAPER ON A TEXT AND THE HISTORY OF ITS INTERPRETATION 
The student will choose one of the texts listed in the document ‘Biblical Texts for History 
of Interpretation Paper’ on the course mainpage, and present a paper containing the 
following elements: 
 

1. A five page summary of the sensus literalis of the text as understood by two major 
commentaries on it (see below). 

 
2. A discussion of the text’s reception in later parts of the OT, the inter-testamental 

literature and the NT (i.e. the places where the text is taken up in the later OT, 
inter-testamental literature or NT and how it is understood, appropriated and 
applied in these texts). 
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3. The understanding and use of the text in the Patristic literature. 
 
4. Rabbinic understanding and use of the text. 
 
5. The understanding/use of the text by Luther or Calvin. 
 
6. The approach to the text taken in traditional 19th-20th C critical scholarship (J. 

Wellhausen; S. R. Driver; etc. see below). 
 
7. The approach to the text in more recent scholarship (including modern critical and 

literary approaches) 
 
8. A summary statement of what you have learned from this survey. 

 
A preliminary list of some possible texts. 
 

Gen 3:16 
 
Gen 4:1-16 
 
Gen 12:3 
 
Hag 2:6-9 
 
Amos 9:11-12 

 
Further texts will be listed in the final version of the syllabus or posted on the course 
page. 
 

 
C. GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN WORK 

  
1.  GUIDING PRINCIPLE ON THE QUALITY OF PAPERS AT THE ADVANCED MASTERS LEVEL  
Your paper must reflect ThM level research and writing skills. It must reflect the research and 
writing skills you have honed in your MDiv or MTS work. As relevant, it must demonstrate the 
ability to:  

A. carefully analyze and exegete primary sources (Bible, ANE texts, various writings in the 
history of interpretation). 

B. locate and interact with the key scholarly discussions of a text or topic in the secondary 
literature. 

C. interact critically with the key advocates of various positions with reference to the texts 
or topics under consideration (ex D. J. McCarthy vs. M. Weinfeld on covenant as 
‘imposed obligation’). 
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Assignments will be marked according to the following general principle: papers which 
satisfactorily meet the professor’s expectations will receive a B/75%. 
 
Grades above or below B will reflect the degree to which the student’s work manifests 
strengths or deficiencies relative to the satisfactory level.  
 

a. form and presentation (Note: correct bibliographic form must be used. Additional 
information is available on the Library mainpage: http://libguides.tyndale.ca/citations 
and via the Tyndale Centre for Academic Excellence 
(http://www.tyndale.ca/academic-excellence/writing); 

b. depth of reflection and critical engagement with primary sources; 
c. number and quality of primary and secondary sources studied (major commentaries 

on relevant passages, and articles in Bible dictionaries and encyclopedias, articles in 
journals and edited volumes);  

d. logic, flow and quality of argumentation; 
e. clarity of expression. 

 
Generally a minimum of 20 good sources is required to write a good ThM paper. These should 
generally include the major primary sources (i.e. the Bible, and direct citations from major 
figures in the history of interpretation), 5-10 articles in refereed journals or edited volumes, 1-
5 survey or specialized articles in Bible Dictionaries or Encyclopedias, or Theological 
Wordbooks, the major and most significant commentaries in refereed series (e.g. AB, NICOT, 
NICNT, WBC, ICC, NCBC) of any biblical texts being discussed. 
 
A step-by-step description of the essay-writing process can be found in the document 
“Tyndale Seminary Research and Writing Manual” on the mytyndale or Moodle page for this 
course. It is virtually impossible to write a B-level (or higher) essay without a thorough 
knowledge of the material in this document. 
 

 
NOTE 1: Use of the ATLA database.  
 
It is virtually impossible to do adequate research for your paper without the resources 
accessible via the ATLA database. Locate this database via the Tyndale Library’s Website 
http://www.tyndale.ca/library. Go to “online resources” and select the ATLA Religion 
Database from the column on the left. Searching can be done by author, topic, or scripture 
reference. Many of the results include downloadable pdfs. Learn to use this invaluable 
resource. 
 
 
NOTE 2: Documentation Style and Form. 
 
Papers must be done in either SBL or Chicago formats. Papers submitted using MLA style 

http://libguides.tyndale.ca/citations
http://www.tyndale.ca/library
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(e.g. Smith, 2006, 471) will receive a maximum grade of C. 
Papers must be submitted with footnotes not endnotes. Papers submitted with endnotes 
(i.e. notes at the end of the paper, rather than at the bottom of the page) will receive a 
maximum grade of C-.  
 
For SBL style see the SBL Handbook of Style, ed. P. H. Alexander, et. al. Peabody: Hendrickson, 
1999. 
 
Please note that the recent, updated SBL Handbook of Style (2014) is available as an e-book 
through the Tyndale library, via the following link http://tyndale.worldcat.org/oclc/915535955 
 
Students may also consult the document “SBL Handbook of Style” on the course page for this 
course. Please note especially pages 3-5.  
 
For fuller details on correct citation formatting see also http://libguides.tyndale.ca/citations.  
 
For Chicago citation style, consult the Chicago-Style Quick Guide (Tyndale e-resource) or the 
full edition of the Chicago Manual of Style Online, especially ch. 14. For citing scripture texts, 
refer to sections 10.46 to 10.51 and 14.253 to 14.254. 
 
For fuller details on correct citation formatting see http://libguides.tyndale.ca/citations or 
http://www.tyndale.ca/writingcentre/services/web-resources. 
 
Special Note Regarding the Citation of Bible Dictionaries and Encyclopedias. 
In many instances you will find important material contained in individual entries in Bible 
Dictionaries and Encyclopedias. Bible Dictionaries and Encyclopedias have an overall editor 
(or editors), as well as various individual authors write the specific entries. When you quote 
from an entry you must attribute the quote to the author of the entry not to the editor of the 
Bible Dictionary or Encyclopedia. 
 
So for example, D. N. Freedman is the overall editor of the Anchor Bible Dictionary, but the 
author of the entry (or article) on Abraham is Alan R. Millard. The author’s name is found at 
the end of the entry. When you want to refer to that specific entry (or example) you must cite 
it by the name of its author, not by the name of the editor of the dictionary as a whole. 
 
Thus: 
CORRECT METHOD 
 
 In a footnote: 
 A. R. Millard, “Abraham,” ABD 1:35-40 
 
In a bibliography: 
Millard, Alan R. “Abraham.” ABD 1:35-40 
 

http://tyndale.worldcat.org/oclc/915535955
http://libguides.tyndale.ca/citations
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/tools_citationguide.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/contents.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch14/ch14_toc.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch10/ch10_sec046.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch14/ch14_sec253.html
http://libguides.tyndale.ca/citations
http://www.tyndale.ca/writingcentre/services/web-resources
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INCORRECT METHOD: 
 
In a footnote: 
D. N. Freedman, “Abraham,” ABD 1:35-40. 
 
In a bibliography: 
Freedman, D. N. “Abraham,” ABD 1:35-40. 
 
 
Furthermore, each article you cite must be listed separately in your bibliography. Thus, if you 
cite four different articles/entries from the IVP Dictionary of the OT, Prophets, you must cite 
each article/entry separately, under the name of its author. Do not just cite the Dictionary as 
a whole, under the name(s) of its editor(s). This is not sufficient. 
 
 
NOTE 3: Academic Integrity and Plagiarism. 
 
Integrity in academic work is required of all our students. Academic dishonesty is any breach 
of this integrity, and includes such practices as cheating (the use of unauthorized material on 
tests and examinations), submitting the same work for different classes without permission of 
the instructors; using false information (including false references to secondary sources) in an 
assignment; improper or unacknowledged collaboration with other students, and plagiarism. 
Tyndale University College & Seminary takes seriously its responsibility to uphold academic 
integrity, and to penalize academic dishonesty.  
 
Students should consult the current Academic Calendar for academic polices on Academic 
Honesty, Gender Inclusive Language in Written Assignments, Late Papers and Extensions, 
Return of Assignments, and Grading System. The Academic Calendar is posted at 
http://tyndale.ca/registrar/calendar.  
 
Plagiarism is a major problem in contemporary education. As such Tyndale Seminary 
academic policy stipulates that a paper may be given an F should it contain plagiarized 
content. Remember: if you use someone else’s words, put them in quotation marks and cite 
the source in a footnote. If you refer to someone’s ideas (i.e. ‘covenant is the centre of OT 
theology’) or a fact derived from your reading which is not common knowledge (e.g. ‘the 
territory of Benjamin did not suffer significant destruction during the Babylonian invasions’), 
but the words are not put in quotation marks, you must still cite your source.  
 
Do not cut entire paragraphs out of books or articles and insert them into your text, (unless it 
is to illustrate the position of a specific author that you intend to discuss or critique) even if 
they are footnoted. An essay is not a series of long quotes strung together. Such essays will 
not receive a passing grade. You must attempt to read and assimilate various sources, then 
attempt to collate, compare, contrast and evaluate them.  
 

http://tyndale.ca/registrar/calendar
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Avoid extensive word-for-word citations of the biblical text. Generally speaking, shorter 
biblical quotations or references (e.g. Exod 3:14) will do. 

 
Attempting to do your best is far better than copying and failing the assignment and possibly 
the course, or even worse losing the opportunity to learn new things by doing the 
assignment. Remember, essays are about you, as a student learner. You do not have to 
provide the last word on complex subjects.  

 
Plagiarism will be taken extremely seriously and be dealt with according to the Tyndale 
Student Handbook.  
 
 
2. TIPS FOR ESSAY WRITING 
 
Students are strongly encouraged to: 
 
A. Read the documents “Tyndale Seminary Research and Writing Manual” and “SBL Handbook 
of Style” on the course page before beginning their work. 
 
B. Use the library for the preparation of this assignment, especially the reference and 
periodical collections. Any one of the suggested topics can be completed at a B+/A- level using 
only materials which NEVER leave the library. Such materials include periodicals, 
encyclopaedias and Bible Dictionaries and reference copies of commentaries.  
 
Similarly a massive amount of material is available on line in downloadable PDF files via the 
library’s e-resources (especially EBSCO HOST/ATLA and JSTOR). There is a gigantic difference 
in the quality of the resources available through the library’s e resources and the Internet in 
general. Remember—only quote qualified experts in the subject you are studying. Be sure to 
use scholarly, reputable sources. These are usually found in peer-reviewed series and journals 
(e.g. scholarly journals such as Vetus Testamentum, the Journal of Biblical Literature, or the 
Journal for the Study of the Old Testament or the supplements to these journals, held in the 
stacks in our library). Other credible sources include edited commentary series (e.g. New 
International Commentary on the Old Testament; Anchor Bible Commentaries, Word Biblical 
Commentaries, etc.) Do not use ‘popular’ level works for the preparation of academic essays. 
Similarly, do not use academic works that are over 30 years old without assessing how the 
discussion of the issue under study as progressed since the older publication. 
 
Similarly, be sure to check out the ATLA Database and other online resources (JSTOR; Gale 
Reference Library; Oxford Bibliographies Online). 
 
C. Err on the side of caution when in doubt whether to cite a source. 
 
Practical Suggestions: 

a) Use the commentaries, Bible Dictionaries and Encyclopaedias in the Reference Section 
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of the library. See note below on choosing the best commentaries. 
b) Use the Library’s e-Resources (http://www.tyndale.ca/library/), especially Journal 

Search (http://www.tyndale.ca/library/eresources/ejournals) via EBSCOHost, ATLA or 
JSTOR;  

c) Use the reference volumes available via the Gale Virtual Reference Library (access via 
http://www.tyndale.ca/library/eresources and select “G”, the once in the Gale site, 
choose “Religion.”). This gives you access to several excellent Encyclopaedias including 
the Encyclopaedia Judaica and the New Catholic Encyclopedia. 

d) For bibliographies for your subject see the Oxford Bibliographies Online: go to 
(http://www.tyndale.ca/library/eresources?title=o) and choose “o”) or go directly via 
the following link: (http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/obo/page/biblical-studies). 
These excellent bibliographies will give you an orientation to the subject, and a place 
to start. Similarly check out the Oxford Biblical Studies Online portlet (just above the 
Oxford Bibliographies Online portlet). 

e) Before you start your research, read an overview of your subject area, or the book 
you are studying in a major Bible Dictionary or Encyclopaedia, such as the Anchor 
Bible Dictionary, The New Interpreters Dictionary of the Bible, the Eerdmans Bible 
Dictionary or the New International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Encyclopaedia 
Judaica, or the New Catholic Encyclopaedia. You will find entries on each biblical book 
(e.g. “Jeremiah” and most major topics (e.g. “covenant” in these resources). You 
should also look for overview discussions in the Oxford Bibliographies Online. 

f) Begin early, and take time to think and pray about your work. 
g) Make sure that you have consulted at least 10 sources, and that these sources are 

listed in proper bibliographic form at the end of your paper. 
h) Make sure your paper has a title page. 
i) Make sure your pages are numbered. 
j) Ask a friend to proofread your work before handing it in. 
k) NEVER cite the editor of an encyclopaedia or dictionary article as the author of the 

article. Example: D. N. Freedman is the editor of the Anchor Bible Dictionary (ABD), 
but not the author of its individual entries (articles). ALWAYS cite the name of the 
author of the article, e.g. A. R. Millard, “Abraham” ABD 1:35-40 (see the SBL Manual 
of Style for fuller details). 

l)    Make use of the Tyndale Centre for Academic Excellence Webpages 
(http://www.tyndale.ca/academic-excellence). This amazing website brings together 
virtually everything you will need for essay writing in this course. It will help you with 
documentation (i.e. citing your sources) as well as tips on good style, grammar, 
punctuation, sharpening your thesis statement, being concise and much more. As 
well, there are numerous links to other excellent web-based resources for essay 
writing. Take time to go through each section of this site. 

m)  Schedule an appointment or simply drop by the writing centre. The friendly and 
helpful staff are available to discuss any problems you may be having in getting your 
essay written. See their website for further details. 

 

http://www.tyndale.ca/library/eresources/ejournals
http://www.tyndale.ca/library/eresources
http://www.tyndale.ca/library/eresources?title=o
http://www.tyndale.ca/academic-excellence
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3. CHOOSING AND USING THE BEST COMMENTARIES. 

In your papers you must work with commentaries on the biblical passages you are 
discussing. 

FAILURE TO USE THE BEST COMMENTARIES ON THE PASSAGES RELEVANT TO YOUR TOPIC 

WILL RESULT IN A SIGNIFICANT REDUCTION OF YOUR MARK. IN GENERAL, A MINIMUM OF 

THREE COMMENTARIES FROM THE SERIES MENTIONED IN THE FOLLOWING SECTION ARE 

NECESSARY TO ATTAIN A GRADE OF C+.  
 
Your most valuable resource for identifying the various commentaries and their value for 
your paper is: 

Evans, John F. A Guide to Biblical Commentaries and Reference Works. 10th edition. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2016. 

 
This guide is on reserve in the library and lists the best commentaries available on each 
biblical book, and describes its approach and methodology. 
 
The major and most significant commentaries are generally found in the following refereed 
commentary series: 
 
Anchor Bible (AB), moderate orientation, excellent scholarship, broad spectrum  
New International Commentary on the Old Testament (NICOT), excellent scholarship, 

primarily evangelical 
Word Biblical Commentary (WBC), excellent scholarship broad spectrum-evangelical 
International Critical Commentary (ICC), highly detailed, critical  
New Century Biblical Commentary (NCBC), detailed, critical, broad spectrum 
New International Biblical Commentary (NIBC), evangelical, more popular level, but still good 

for your work in this course 
Hermeneia, broad spectrum, excellent scholarship 
Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries (TOTC), brief, evangelical, excellent scholarship 
New International Version Application Commentary (NIVAC), evangelical, more popular, 

written by excellent scholars 
Old Testament Library (OTL), broad spectrum, excellent scholarship 
New American Commentary, evangelical 
Jewish Publication Society Torah Commentary (JPS), excellent scholarship, faith-based, 

worthwhile 
Westminster Bible Companion (WBC), popular but still scholarly 
Interpretation (Int), popular but still scholarly 
Continental Commentaries, scholarly, broad spectrum, technical 
Torch Bible Commentaries  
Eerdmans Critical Commentaries (ECC), excellent scholarship, broad spectrum 
 
The following multi-volume tool may also used: 
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The New Interpreter's Bible: General Articles and Introduction, Commentary and Reflections 
for each book of the Bible, including the Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical Books. 

 
NOTE: do NOT use the Ancient Christian Commentary series for the exegetical section of your 
assignment. It is, however, highly valuable for the history of interpretation of a given text in 
the patristic period.  
 
The following books (available in either the reference collection or on reserve) can also be 
extremely helpful in finding and evaluating commentaries: 
 
D. A. Carson. New Testament Commentary Survey. Grand Rapids, MI.: Baker Academic, 2007. 
John Glynn. Commentary & Reference Survey: A Comprehensive Guide to Biblical and 

Theological Resources. Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Academic & Professional, 2007. 
John Goldingay, Mark Lau, and Robert L. Hubbard. Old Testament Commentary Survey. 

Madison, WI: Theological Students Fellowship, 1981. 
Tremper Longman III. Old Testament Commentary Survey. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 

2007. 
Douglas K. Stuart. A Guide to Selecting and Using Bible Commentaries. Dallas, TX: Word, 1990. 

 
For additional valuable information also check:  

(1) the introductory sections in the major commentaries on the book you are studying; 

(2) the bibliographies for your subject in Oxford Bibliographies Online: go to 
(http://www.tyndale.ca/library/eresources?title=o) and choose “o” or link directly via 
(http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/obo/page/biblical-studies).. These excellent 
bibliographies will give you an orientation to the subject, and a place to start. Similarly 
check out the Oxford Biblical Studies Online portlet (just above the Oxford Bibliographies 
Online portlet); 

(3) the entries on the various OT books in the major Bible Dictionaries and Encyclopedias. 
 

4. SUBMITTING YOUR WORK 
You must submit your papers by e-mail, but only in PDF format. Submissions must be made to 
assignmentsforkessler@yahoo.ca and must be received by 11:59 PM on the due date.  

 
5. LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 
Please note: The Seminary requires the Professor to identify students who display difficulties 
with English language skills in their assignments and refer them for further language 
assessment in the Tyndale Writing Centre. To help them improve in their studies, students 
may then be required to take the English for Academic Purposes course in conjunction with 
current courses. Please see the attached Guidelines for Written Work for further information.  

 
6. LATE GRADING POLICY  

http://www.tyndale.ca/library/eresources?title=o
mailto:assignmentsforkessler@yahoo.ca
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Late assignments are assessed at 2.0% per day to a maximum of 3 weeks, after which the 
paper receives a zero. It is far better to submit your work on time than to take a late penalty. 
Days are calculated from 11:59 pm on the due date.  

  
7. EXTENSIONS AND DATE CHANGES  
Extensions for assignments are granted only in exceptional circumstances. These include 
illness (a medical attestation is required), crisis, severe illness or death in the family, etc.  
Requests for extensions must be submitted to the professor in writing.  
 
Extensions will NOT be granted for:  mission trips, ministry responsibilities, heavy workload in 
other courses, computer or printer problems, slowness of reading etc.  

 
Students seeking extensions due special needs (such as learning disabilities) must contact the 
Dean of Students, George Sweetman, or the Registrar Brenda Ho (bho@tyndale.ca)to secure 
an extension. Students requiring accommodations with reference to class assignments should 
contact Tyndale’s Accessibility Specialist, Ashima Rastogi (arastogi@tyndale.ca)   

 
Try to follow the ’24 hour rule’ i.e. have a final version of your work ready 24 hours before it 
is due.  
 
Students should consult the current Academic Calendar for academic polices on Academic 
Honesty, Gender Inclusive Language in Written Assignments, Late Papers and Extensions, 
Return of Assignments, and Grading System. The Academic Calendar is posted at 
http://tyndale.ca/registrar/calendar.  
 
8. SUMMARY OF ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
 

Evaluation is based upon the completion of the following assignments 
 

Readings 10 % 

Class Preparation and Participation 10 % 

Leading Class Discussion 20 % 

Response Paper 15 % 

Class Seminar and Term Paper 45 % 

Total Grade 100 % 

9. ATTENDANCE 

Attendance at class is of vital importance for this course. In accordance with Tyndale 
Seminary policy, missing more than two classes without reasonable cause such as illness (a 
medical attestation is required), crisis, severe illness or death in the family, etc., may result in 
a receiving an F for the course. If a discussion group session is missed without reasonable 
cause (as above), the student will receive a zero for the session.  
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10. COURSE SCHEDULE, CONTENT AND REQUIRED READINGS 
An outline of the weekly topics and readings will be posted on the course resource page. 
Note: there will be no class Feb 22 (reading week). 
 
 
D. COURSE EVALUATION 
 
Tyndale Seminary values quality in the courses it offers its students. End-of-course 
evaluations provide valuable student feedback and are one of the ways that Tyndale 
Seminary works towards maintaining and improving the quality of courses and the student’s 
learning experience. Student involvement in this process is critical to enhance the general 
quality of teaching and learning. 
 
Before the end of the course, students will receive a MyTyndale email with a link to the online 
course evaluation. The evaluation period is 2 weeks; after the evaluation period has ended, it 
cannot be reopened. 
 
Course Evaluation results will not be disclosed to the instructor before final grades in the 
course have been submitted and processed. Student names will be kept confidential and the 
instructor will only see the aggregated results of the class. 
 


