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Course Syllabus 
 

FALL 2018 
INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP AND LITURGY 

PAST 0546 
 

SEPTEMBER 11 – DECEMBER 4 
TUESDAYS, 8:15 – 11:05 A.M. 

 
INSTRUCTOR: DR. KEVIN LIVINGSTON 

Telephone number: 416-226-6620 ext. 2207 
Email: klivingston@tyndale.ca  

 
Office Hours: Thursdays 2-4 and by appointment at other times 

 
Access course material at http://classes.tyndale.ca/ 

Course emails will be sent to your @MyTyndale.ca e-mail account only.  
Learn how to access and forward emails to your personal account. 

 

The mission of Tyndale Seminary is to provide Christ-centred graduate theological education 
for leaders in the church and society whose lives are marked by intellectual maturity, spiritual 
vigour and moral integrity, and whose witness will faithfully engage culture with the Gospel. 

 
 
I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course provides a framework for thinking together about vital and faithful Christian 
worship by exploring the Biblical and theological foundations of worship, reviewing the ways 
the church’s praise has been shaped over the centuries, and analyzing today’s worship 
spectrum. Key elements in the practice and leadership of worship will be explored including 
the ordering of worship, the role of prayer and music, and models of collaborative worship 
planning. 
 
 
II. LEARNING OUTCOMES        
 
By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

mailto:klivingston@tyndale.ca
http://classes.tyndale.ca/
http://www.tyndale.ca/it/live-at-edu
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 articulate a Christian theology of worship rooted in a biblical foundation and a 
Christian understanding of the Triune God 

 identify key terms in the academic study of Christian worship and liturgy 

 accurately describe and sensitively evaluate a worship service from a church tradition 
other than their own 

 explain something of the historical and theological diversity within the Christian 
tradition and how worship within one or more streams has shaped them 

 discuss the rationale of the historic fourfold order of Christian worship and assess its 
usefulness to their own ecclesial context 

 describe the transformative power of specific worship practices in the formation of 
Christian disciples 

 demonstrate basic skills in worship planning and leadership through choosing 
appropriate music and preparing thoughtful prayers and spoken introductions 

 
 
III. COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
A. REQUIRED READING: 
 
Cherry, Constance. The Worship Architect: A Blueprint for Designing Culturally Relevant and 

Biblically Faithful Services. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2010. (ISBN 978-0801038747)  
 
Dyrness, William. A Primer on Christian Worship: Where We’ve Been, Where We Are, Where 

We Can Go. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2009. (ISBN 978-0802860385) 
 
Smith, James K. A. You Are What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit. Grand Rapids: Brazos 

Press. (ISBN 9781587433801). 
 
Witherington III, Ben. We Have Seen His Glory: A Vision of Kingdom Worship.  Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 2010. (ISBN 978-0802865281) 
 
B. SUPPLEMENTARY / RECOMMENDED READING AND TOOLS:  
 
Calvin Institute of Christian Worship. The Worship Sourcebook, Second Edition. Grand Rapids: 

Faith Alive, 2013. (ISBN 978-1592557974).  
 
Print or web resources containing official worship services and/or other worship resources of 
your denomination/tradition. 
 
Tyndale recommends www.stepbible.org – a free and reputable online resource developed by 

Tyndale House (Cambridge, England) – for word searches of original-language texts, as 
well as for topical searches, interlinear texts, dictionaries, etc. Refer to the library for 
other online resources for Biblical Studies. 

 

C. ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
 

http://www.stepbible.org/
http://libguides.tyndale.ca/biblical
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1. Required Reading and Class Participation. Blessed is the student who invests the necessary 
time to read the assigned texts in advance of class! As you read, jot down your questions and 
observations which will become a part of our weekly conversation.  
 
2. “Vertical Habits” Prayers (4 hours).  To be posted online every week before classes 5-12 
and worth 5% of your final grade. You will compose and post the words of a prayer that a 
worship leader would speak during worship.  We call these words for worship “Vertical 
Habits,” which reflect the relational dynamics at work when we enter into dialogue with God 
in corporate worship.  
 
The theological and liturgical significance of each habit will be explored, and some examples 
will be provided. You will be asked to reflect to compose one prayer for each vertical habit. 
Provide both the words you or other worship leaders would speak and a sentence or two 
about the “rationale” or emphasis you are trying to make. These are meant to be corporate 
prayers that can be prayed in Sunday worship services, and should reflect actual concerns 
within the congregation where you worship.  

 
Due by Vertical Habit Relational Words  Liturgical Act 
Oct 8  Praise  I love you Prayer of Adoration or Invocation 
Oct 15  Confession I’m sorry  Prayer of Confession and Assurance 
Oct 29  Lament  Why?  Prayer of Lament 
Nov 5  Illumination I’m listening Prayer of Illumination 
Nov 12  Thanksgiving Thank you Eucharist; Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Nov 19  Petition  Help!  Prayers of the People/Intercession 
Nov 26  Service  What can I do? Offering Prayer 
Dec 3  Blessing  Bless you Charge and Benediction 

 
3. Worship Vocabulary Quiz (3 hours). To be completed online during the week of Oct. 15-19 
and worth 5% of your final grade. The quiz will consist of matching 30 key worship words with 
their proper definitions. Word list and definitions are found at the end of Cherry’s chapters 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13; and will also be posted on the class page.  
 
4. Worship Observations and Analysis Report (8 hours). To be submitted in hard copy by 
Nov. 6 at 8:15 a.m. and worth 25% of your final grade. You are expected to attend and 
observe a Christian worship service that is culturally and theologically “foreign” to you -- for 
example an Orthodox liturgy if you are Baptist; or a Pentecostal praise service if you are a 
Presbyterian. You will be provided with clear instructions on the Class page to help you in the 
observation and analysis process. The report should be 7-9 pages in length (Times New 
Roman 12, double-spaced). I will post samples of this assignment so you know what is 
expected. 
 
5. Smith book review (12 hours). To be submitted in hard copy by 8:15 a.m. on November 27 
and worth 25% of your final grade. Read Smith’s text We Are What We Love: The Spiritual 
Power of Habit. Write a 3-page review (Times New Roman 12, double-spaced) using the 
questions below.  
 

 What do you think is the central idea of this book?  
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 Discuss at least three things you learned from reading the book.  

 How might this book shape your practice of Christian worship? 
 
6. Final Assignment: EITHER Integrative Essay OR Annotated Worship Services (15 hours). 
Submit your final assignment either as a hard copy or upload it to the Class Page by by 
December 12. It is worth 40% of your final grade.  
 
For the Integrative Essay option, you are expected to write a 12-14 page essay (Times New 
Roman 12 double-spaced) in which you will articulate your emerging understanding of the 
theology and practice of worship. It should be biblically grounded and informed by our course 
readings, lectures, class discussions and your own life experience.  You will have a minimum 
of 20 footnotes, including a minimum of at least four footnotes each from Cherry, Dyrness 
and Witherington. Structure your essay in three parts: 
 

 First, articulate key biblical and theological foundations of Christian worship. What are 
the core values and principles that explain your deepest convictions about the 
theology and practice of corporate worship? (5-6 pages) 

 

 Second, explain what Cherry calls “the four rooms for encountering God” (the fourfold 
order of worship). What is the basis and rationale for this approach? What are its 
strengths? What are its potential weaknesses? What specific worship practices does 
Cherry describe that are new to you? (5-6 pages) 

 

 Third, reflect on how your emerging understanding of worship aligns with your faith 
tradition/denomination. How well do you know your tradition’s theology of worship? 
Are you in alignment with its ethos and practices? Are there areas of potential conflict? 
Reflect on the “fit” is between yourself and the church you hope to serve. (2 pages) 

 
For the Annotated Worship Services option, choose two of the following occasions: a Sunday 
during Advent; Epiphany; Transfiguration; Ash Wednesday; Palm Sunday; Good Friday; 
Ascension of our Lord; Pentecost; or Trinity Sunday). Prepare two complete orders of service 
that reflect both the four-fold worship order and your own theological/ecclesial tradition, 
making good use of material from Cherry’s The Worship Architect, The Worship Sourcebook 
and/or other worship resources. N.B. At least one of the services must include the celebration 
of the Lord’s Supper. The entire worship service should be written out, along with footnotes 
explaining your rationale and the source material for each part of the service. I will post 
samples of this assignment so you know what is expected. 
 
D. EQUITY OF ACCESS 
 
Students with permanent or temporary disabilities who need academic accommodations 
must contact the Accessibility Services at the Centre for Academic Excellence to register and 
discuss their specific needs. New students must self-identify and register with the Accessibility 
Office at the beginning of the semester or as early as possible to access appropriate services. 
Current students must renew their plans as early as possible to have active accommodations 
in place. 

https://www.tyndale.ca/accessibility-services/contact
https://www.tyndale.ca/accessibility-services
https://www.tyndale.ca/academic-excellence
https://www.tyndale.ca/accessibility-services/students/register
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E. SUMMARY OF ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
 
Evaluation is based upon the completion of the following assignments: 
 

 Eight Vertical Habits prayers posted (4 hrs) 5 % 

Online Worship Vocabulary Quiz (3 hrs) 5 % 

Worship Observations and Analysis Report (8 hrs) 25 % 

Smith Book Review (12 hours) 25 % 

Final Assignment (15 hrs) 40 % 

Total Grade 100 % 

 
F. GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN WORK 
 
For proper citation style, consult the Chicago-Style Quick Guide (Tyndale e-resource) or the 
full edition of the Chicago Manual of Style Online, especially ch. 14. For citing scripture texts, 
refer to sections 10.46 to 10.51 and 14.253 to 14.254. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Integrity in academic work is required of all our students. Academic dishonesty is any breach 
of this integrity, and includes such practices as cheating (the use of unauthorized material on 
tests and examinations), submitting the same work for different classes without permission of 
the instructors; using false information (including false references to secondary sources) in an 
assignment; improper or unacknowledged collaboration with other students, and plagiarism. 
Tyndale University College & Seminary takes seriously its responsibility to uphold academic 
integrity, and to penalize academic dishonesty.  
 
Students are encouraged to consult writing resources.  
 
Students should also consult the current Academic Calendar for academic polices on 
Academic Honesty, Gender Inclusive Language in Written Assignments, Late Papers and 
Extensions, Return of Assignments, and Grading System.  
 
Research Ethics 
All course-based assignments involving human participants requires ethical review and 
approval by the Tyndale Research Ethics Board (REB). Check with the Seminary Office (Room 
B302; aau@tyndale.ca) before proceeding. 
 
G. COURSE EVALUATION 
 
Tyndale Seminary values quality in the courses it offers its students. End-of-course 
evaluations provide valuable student feedback and are one of the ways that Tyndale 
Seminary works towards maintaining and improving the quality of courses and the student’s 
learning experience. Student involvement in this process is critical to enhance the general 
quality of teaching and learning. 
 

http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/tools_citationguide.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/contents.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch14/ch14_toc.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch10/ch10_sec046.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch14/ch14_sec253.html
http://www.tyndale.ca/academic-excellence/writing-resources
http://tyndale.ca/registrar/calendar
http://www.tyndale.ca/reb
mailto:aau@tyndale.ca
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Before the end of the course, students will receive a MyTyndale email with a link to the online 
course evaluation. The link can also be found in the left column on the course page. The 
evaluation period is 2 weeks; after the evaluation period has ended, it cannot be reopened. 
 
Course Evaluation results will not be disclosed to the instructor before final grades in the 
course have been submitted and processed. 
 
 
IV. COURSE SCHEDULE, CONTENT AND REQUIRED READINGS 
 

Date Topics Readings Assignments Due 

Sept 11 First Things 
Introduction to the course and one other 
What is worship? 
What is liturgy? 
Nine norms of Christian worship 
 

 “Nine Transcultural 
Norms” 

 

 

Sept 18 Worship and Culture 
Worship polarities 
Worship as cultural and transcultural 
Exploring your own worship setting 
 

Dyrness, ch. 1 

“Nairobi Statement” 

Ruth, “A Rose by Any 
Other Name” 

 

 

Sept 25 The “Raw Materials” of Worship 
Sacred Space 
     Garden, altar, tabernacle, temple 
     Where do Christians find holy space? 
Sacred Actions 
     Worship and the nighty acts of God 
     Worship as dialogical and covenantal 
     Christ our sacrifice 
Vertical habits: Introduction 
 

Witherington chs. 1-4 

Grit, “Vertical Habits” 

Witvliet, “Liturgy as God’s 
Language School” 

Witvliet, “Words to Grow 
Into” 

Recommended: White, 
“The Language of Space” 

 

Oct 2 The “Raw Materials” of Worship (cont.) 
Sacred People 
     Levites, priests, pastors and people 
     Jesus our great high priest 
Sacred Time 
     Daily Prayer/Weekly Sabbaths/Lord’s days 
     Annual festivals/the church year 
Vertical habit 1: I love you (Praise) 
 
 

Witherington – chs. 5-8 

Cherry, ch. 12 

 

 

Oct 9 Christian worship through the centuries 
     The origins of Christian worship 
     Worship in the early church 
     Medieval piety: aspirations & abuses 
     The Reformation era 
     Worship in the Protestant tradition 

Dyrness, chs. 2 and 3 

Cherry, ch. 13 and 14 

 

Vertical habit 1 post 
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     The spectrum of worship styles today 
Vertical habit 2: I’m sorry (Confession) 
 

Recommended: Allison, 
“Worship” 

Oct 16 The Heart of Worship 
Worship’s Trinitarian character 
The centrality of Jesus Christ 
Worship’s Narrative Shape 
Remembering and Re-enacting God’s Story 
Vertical habit 3: Why? (Lament) 
 
 

Cherry, chs. 1 and 2 

Dyrness, chs. 4 and 5 

“Lift Up Your Hearts” 
Hymnal Table of Contents 

Vertical habit 2 post 
 
Online Worship 
Vocabulary Quiz due 
by Oct. 19 

Oct 23 No Class 
 -- 

-- 

Oct 30 Ordering Our Worship to Encounter God 
The Lord’s Day Service and the fourfold order 
     1. The Gathering 
     2. The Word 
Vertical habit 4: I’m listening (Illumination) 
 

Cherry, chs. 3, 4 & 5 

 “Worshipping the Triune 
God” 

 

Vertical habit 3 post 

Nov 6 Ordering Our Worship to Encounter God 
(cont.) 
     3a. The Table of the Lord 
     3b. Alternative Response to the Word 
     4. The Sending 
Vertical habit 5: Thank you (Thanksgiving) 
 
 

Cherry, chs. 6, 7 & 8 

 

Vertical habit 4 post 
 
Worship Observation 
and Analysis Report 
due 

Nov 13 Prayer 
The foundational role of the Psalms 
Forms of prayer in public worship 
Leading in prayer: essential skills 
Vertical habit 6: Help (Petition) 
 

Cherry, ch. 9 

 

Vertical habit 5 post 

Nov 20 Music and Song  
What does music do? 
Families of congregational song 
The musical menu: soul food vs. junk food 
Evaluating worship songs; making wise choices 
Vertical habit 7: What can I do? (Service) 
 
 

Cherry, chs. 10 & 11 

 

Vertical habit 6 post 

Nov 27 Worship’s Wider Dimensions 
Worship as formation and discipleship: the 
power of habit 
Worship as hospitality 
Worship as witness 
Worship as pastoral care 
Vertical habit 8: Bless You! (Blessing) 
 

Dyrness, ch. 6 

Smith - all 

Vertical habit 7 post 
 
Smith book report 
due 

Dec 4 Leading, Planning and Renewing Worship 
Making worship more participatory 
Team-based worship planning 
A process for renewing our worship practices 
The true ‘end’ of worship 
 

Cherry, ch. 15 

Dyrness, ch. 7 

Vertical habit 8 post 
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Dec 12   Integrative Essay OR 
Annotated Worship 
Services due 

 

 
V. SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
(Tyndale Library supports this course with e-journals and e-books. See the Library FAQ page.) 
 
To be posted on the class page on the first day of class. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tyndale.ca/library/online-resources
http://tyndale.libanswers.com/

