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Course Syllabus 
 

FALL 2018 
PREACHING THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS 

PAST 0739 
 

SEPTEMBER 13 – DECEMBER 6 
THURSDAYS, 6:45-9:35 PM 

 
INSTRUCTOR: DR. KEVIN LIVINGSTON 

Telephone number: 416-226-6620 ext. 2207 
Email: klivingston@tyndale.ca 

 
Office Hours: Thursdays, 2-4 and by appointment 

 
Access course material at http://classes.tyndale.ca/ 

Course emails will be sent to your @MyTyndale.ca e-mail account only.  
Learn how to access and forward emails to your personal account. 

 

The mission of Tyndale Seminary is to provide Christ-centred graduate theological education 
for leaders in the church and society whose lives are marked by intellectual maturity, spiritual 
vigour and moral integrity, and whose witness will faithfully engage culture with the Gospel. 

 
 
I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course is designed to deepen our understanding of preaching as a theological and 
pastoral activity of the Church in service to the gospel. This seminar course will explore the 
biblical teaching and the church’s reflection upon the doctrine of the atonement, pondering 
how the message of the cross of Christ can be proclaimed today in culturally relevant and 
transformative ways. Preaching will be done in class. 
 
Prerequisites: PAST 0641 Introduction to Preaching  
 
 
II. LEARNING OUTCOMES  
 
The goal of this course is to help form preachers who will faithfully and imaginatively 
articulate the gospel using the catalyst of the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ to inform their 

mailto:klivingston@tyndale.ca
http://classes.tyndale.ca/
http://www.tyndale.ca/it/live-at-edu


Revised July 6, 2018 2 

preaching. We seek to explore the implications of Paul’s claim that “we preach Christ 
crucified…” By the end of the course, students will be able to: 
 

Cognitive:  

 Identify and explain the essential steps of the preaching process, from text 
selection to the act of preaching itself 

 Describe the various ways the Bible proclaims and interprets the crucifixion, 
including classic and contemporary theological models of the atonement 

 Acknowledge wisdom gained from the “cloud of witnesses” of theologians and 
preachers across the ages who have pondered and preached the message of the 
cross of Christ 

 
Affective:  

 Exhibit the conviction that the biblical text is the proper foundation for preaching, 
as God speaks good news by the power of the Holy Spirit through Scripture and 
sermon  

 Address the needs of listeners in ways that engage the culture and touch the heart 
 
Skills:   

 Interpret biblical texts and craft sermons related to the cross of Christ that are 
rooted in the gospel, faithful to Scripture, and coherent, attractive and persuasive 
to hearers 

 Demonstrate greater proficiency in public speaking and Scripture reading 

 Analyze sermons of experienced preachers and their own peers, in order to help 
them assess their own preaching and offer constructive feedback to peers 

 
 

III. COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
A. REQUIRED READING   
 

Brown, Sally and Luke Powery. Ways of the Word: Learning to Preach for Your Time and 
Place. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2016. ISBN 978-0800699222 

 
Rutledge, Fleming. The Crucifixion: Understanding the Death of Jesus Christ. Grand 

Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2015. ISBN 978-0802847324 
 

Biblical commentaries and other resources as needed to exegete their two chosen 
biblical texts. 

 
B. RECOMMENDED READING AND TOOLS 
 
Tyndale recommends www.stepbible.org – a free and reputable online resource developed by 
Tyndale House (Cambridge, England) – for word searches of original-language texts, as well as 
for topical searches, interlinear texts, dictionaries, etc. Refer to the library for other online 
resources for Biblical Studies. 

http://www.stepbible.org/
http://libguides.tyndale.ca/biblical
http://libguides.tyndale.ca/biblical
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C. ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
 

1. Attendance, Reading and Class Participation 
 
Attendance and participation in all class sessions is required.  Excused absences only in 
cases of illness or personal emergencies. Blessed is the student who invests the 
necessary time to read the assigned texts and sermons and watches the sermon videos 
in advance of class! As you read, jot down your questions and observations. These will 
become a part of our weekly conversation. I look forward to your thoughtful comments 
and questions that will delve into the task of preaching the cross of Christ.  
 
2. Rutledge Seminar Participation and Written Chapter Outlines: 33.4% of final grade  

  
From week 2 through week 12, we will read Fleming Rutledge’s The Crucifixion: 
Understanding the Death of Jesus Christ. It is the most widely praised book on the 
meaning of the cross in our generation and has received accolades from across the 
theological and denominational spectrum. If you put in the necessary time and energy, 
reading Rutledge’s The Crucifixion will be one of the most challenging yet most 
rewarding experiences of your seminary career. I believe the success of our course will 
be determined, in large measure, to the amount of time and energy we collectively put 
into carefully reading, evaluating and responding to Rutledge’s book. To that end, this 
assignment has two parts: 
 
a. You will contribute to our weekly seminar. The word “seminar” is used to describe 

a meeting of a group of students, led by a teacher, during which a topic is studied 
and discussed in depth. A seminar is a gathering when all the participants have the 
opportunity to verbally contribute to the discussion. The purpose of the seminar is 
to help us grow in our understanding of the biblical and doctrinal themes that 
Rutledge’s book raises, as well as to reflect openly on the implications of her insights 
for our faith, our preaching, and our ministries. Come well prepared, having read 
over the chapter(s) carefully and thoughtfully, ready to speak and to listen. Come 
with your questions, observations, insights and criticisms. 

 

b. As a tool to help you read more attentively, you will write a one-page outline for 
each chapter of Rutledge’s book. The form and nature of a chapter outline will be 
reviewed during our first class, but this practice of writing a chapter outline will help 
you read the text more analytically. It will help you gain a sense of the main themes 
of Rutledge’s argument as it unfolds across the 600+ pages of her text. It will also 
prepare you to contribute constructively to our weekly seminar as we analyze and 
evaluate what she has written. The chapter outline should provide a concise 
summary of the chapters main points, subpoints and examples. Feel free to include 
key quotes from the author. You may also insert your own questions or observations 
in the form of footnotes. (In other words, keep your analysis and evaluation 
separate from the running argument she makes). You will submit your completed 
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chapter outlines by Dec. 13 at the latest. I hope this assignment will prove useful for 
you as you return to this book in your future preaching ministry. 

 
3. Preparation and preaching of two sermons, including a) submission of exegetical 
summaries for preaching, b) full sermon manuscripts and c) a brief self-evaluation of 
your preaching experience. 66.6% of final grade (33.3 points x 2). 

 
Students will prepare and preach one sermon from a gospel text focusing on the death 
of Christ and the second sermon from a NT epistle that highlights some aspect of the 
work of Christ on the cross. Texts will be chosen at the beginning of the term. Your first 
sermon will be preached in small student groups. Your second sermon will be preached 
before the class. This assignment is composed of four distinct parts: 
 
a. Preparing an Exegetical Summary. You will prepare a 5-8 page “exegetical summary 

for preaching” document for both texts you are preaching, based on the exegetical 
model presented in class. You will identify and make use of at least three 
scholarly/critical commentaries (a list of which will be provided on our Class Page), 
the Greek text (if you have done Greek) and at least 3 modern Bible translations. 
Students will submit their exegetical summaries at least one week before they 
preach for feedback from the instructor. 

 
b. Preparing and preaching the sermon, including the submission of a full sermon 

manuscript. The length of each sermon you preach will be no more than 15 minutes. 
Your sermon will be recorded to assist you in performing a self-evaluation. Your 
sermon can be preached using a sermon manuscript, outline or without notes. On 
the day you preach, you will submit a full sermon manuscript. Point form is not 
acceptable.  Because the sermons in this class are presumed to be among the 
student's first sermons, they will simply be graded pass/fail. Grades will be based on 
exegetical notes and sermon manuscripts. Though the presentation of your sermons 
will not be graded they will be carefully evaluated and discussed in class. 

 
c. Compose a written self-evaluation and meet with Dr. Livingston. Within a week or 

so of preaching, compose a brief (2-3 paragraph) self-evaluation of your preaching 
experience, analyzing what you learned about yourself and the preaching task.  
Meet with Dr. Livingston for a 15-minute conversation (face-to-face or Skype) for 
personalized feedback. Dr. Livingston will post a meeting schedule with students on 
the class page. 

 

D. KEY DATES SUMMARY 
 

By Oct. 11, submit Exegetical Summary for Preaching a week before preaching 
On Oct. 18, preach your first sermon and submit your sermon manuscript 
By Oct. 31, meet with Dr. Livingston and submit a written self-evaluation during the 

week after you preach. 
For the second sermon, the process repeats itself.  
By Dec. 13, submit Rutledge Chapter Outlines 



Revised July 6, 2018 5 

 
E. EQUITY OF ACCESS 
 
Students with permanent or temporary disabilities who need academic accommodations 
must contact the Accessibility Services at the Centre for Academic Excellence to register and 
discuss their specific needs. New students must self-identify and register with the Accessibility 
Office at the beginning of the semester or as early as possible to access appropriate services. 
Current students must renew their plans as early as possible to have active accommodations 
in place. 

 
F. SUMMARY OF ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
 
Evaluation is based upon the completion of the following assignments:  
 

Rutledge Chapter Outlines and Seminar Participation 33.4% 

Sermon 1 prepared, preached and self-evaluated 33.3% 

Sermon 2 prepared, preached and self-evaluated 33.3% 

Total Grade 100 % 

 
G. GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN WORK 
 
Documentation Style 
Exegetical notes should follow proper documentation style. For proper citation style, consult 
the Chicago-Style Quick Guide (Tyndale e-resource) or the full edition of the Chicago Manual 
of Style Online, especially ch. 14. For citing scripture texts, refer to sections 10.46 to 10.51 
and 14.253 to 14.254. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Integrity in academic work is required of all our students. Academic dishonesty is any breach 
of this integrity, and includes such practices as cheating (the use of unauthorized material on 
tests and examinations), submitting the same work for different classes without permission of 
the instructors; using false information (including false references to secondary sources) in an 
assignment; improper or unacknowledged collaboration with other students, and plagiarism. 
Tyndale University College & Seminary takes seriously its responsibility to uphold academic 
integrity, and to penalize academic dishonesty.  
 
Students are encouraged to consult writing resources.  
 
Students should also consult the current Academic Calendar for academic polices on 
Academic Honesty, Gender Inclusive Language in Written Assignments, Late Papers and 
Extensions, Return of Assignments, and Grading System.  
 
Research Ethics 
All course-based assignments involving human participants requires ethical review and 
approval by the Tyndale Research Ethics Board (REB). Check with the Seminary Office (Room 
B302; aau@tyndale.ca) before proceeding. 

https://www.tyndale.ca/accessibility-services/contact
https://www.tyndale.ca/accessibility-services
https://www.tyndale.ca/academic-excellence
https://www.tyndale.ca/accessibility-services/students/register
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/tools_citationguide.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/contents.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/contents.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch14/ch14_toc.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch10/ch10_sec046.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch14/ch14_sec253.html
http://www.tyndale.ca/academic-excellence/writing-resources
http://tyndale.ca/registrar/calendar
http://www.tyndale.ca/reb
mailto:aau@tyndale.ca
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H. COURSE EVALUATION 
 
Tyndale Seminary values quality in the courses it offers its students. End-of-course 
evaluations provide valuable student feedback and are one of the ways that Tyndale 
Seminary works towards maintaining and improving the quality of courses and the student’s 
learning experience. Student involvement in this process is critical to enhance the general 
quality of teaching and learning. 
 
Before the end of the course, students will receive a MyTyndale email with a link to the online 
course evaluation. The link can also be found in the left column on the course page. The 
evaluation period is 2 weeks; after the evaluation period has ended, it cannot be reopened. 
 
Course Evaluation results will not be disclosed to the instructor before final grades in the 
course have been submitted and processed. Student names will be kept confidential and the 
instructor will only see the aggregated results of the class. 
  
  
IV. COURSE SCHEDULE, CONTENT AND REQUIRED WEEKLY READINGS 
 

Ways = Brown and Powery, Ways of the Word    Crucifixion = Rutledge, The Crucifixion 

  
Sept 13  

Read: Ways, Introduction; Crucifixion, Introduction 

 
Syllabus Review           
The Cross as the Touchstone of Christian Faith and Life    
“Imaging” the atonement in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 
The Spiritual Practice of Sermon Analysis 

 
Sept 20  

Read: Ways 1; Crucifixion 1 & 2    Watch/Read Sermon 1  

 
Preaching Workshop: The Spirit-Animated Event of Preaching   
TYND Talk: Theological Models of the Atonement  
Seminar: The Primacy and the Godlessness of the Cross     
Sermon Analysis of Posted Video 
  
Sept 27  

Read: Ways 2; Crucifixion, 3 & Bridge     Watch/Read Sermon 2  

 
Preaching Workshop: A Spirit-Driven Theology of Preaching    
TYND Talk: Preaching the cross from the Gospels 
Seminar: God’s Justice and Anselm        
Sermon Analysis of Posted Video  
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Oct 4  

Read: Ways 3; Crucifixion 4        Watch/Read Sermon 3  

 
Preaching Workshop: Preaching and Prayer      
TYND Talk: On the use of commentaries and e-resources for preaching 
Seminar: The Gravity of Sin         
Sermon Analysis of Posted Video  
  
Oct 11   

Read: Ways 4; Crucifixion Pt 2 Intro, 5 & 6  Watch/Read Sermon 4 

 
Preaching Workshop: Preaching as an Act of Worship 
TYND Talk: Preaching the “Seven Last Words” 
Seminar: Biblical Motifs of Passover and Blood Sacrifice       
Sermon Analysis of Posted Video 
 
Oct 18  

Read: Ways 5    

 
Preaching Workshop: The Preacher as Interpreter of Word and World    
Sermon 1: preaching from a gospel text in small groups 
 
October 25 - Reading Days - NO CLASS 
   
Nov 1  

Read: Ways 6; Crucifixion 7 & 8        Watch/Read Sermon 5 

 
Preaching Workshop: Interpreting Scripture for Preaching    
Seminar: Biblical Motifs of Ransom/Redemption and the Great Assize  
Sermon Analysis of Posted Video 
  
Nov 8  
  

Read: Ways 7; Crucifixion 9 

 
Sermon 2: preaching from a NT epistle  
Preaching Workshop: Designing the Sermon’s Form      
Seminar: Biblical Motif of Apocalyptic War and Christus Victor    
 
Nov 15   

Read: Ways 8; Crucifixion 10    

 
Sermon 2: preaching from a NT epistle 
Preaching Workshop: Embodying the Sermon     
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Seminar: Biblical Motif of Descent into Hell and its Harrowing     
 
Nov 22   

Read: Ways 9; Crucifixion 11    

 
Sermon 2: preaching from a NT epistle 
Preaching Workshop: Preaching and Technology      
Seminar: Biblical Motif of Substitution      

 
Nov 29   

Read: Ways 10; Crucifixion 12     

 
Sermon 2: preaching from a NT epistle 
Preaching Workshop: Preaching and Christian Formation    
Seminar: Biblical Motif of Recapitulation and Reversal    
 
Dec 6   

Read: Crucifixion Conclusion     

 
Sermon 2: preaching from a NT epistle 
Seminar: Rectification of the Ungodly       
Celebrating Communion together 
    
 
V. SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY  
 
(Tyndale Library supports this course with e-journals and e-books. See the Library FAQ page.) 
 
To be distributed on the first day of class and will also be posted on the class page.  
 

http://www.tyndale.ca/library/online-resources
http://tyndale.libanswers.com/

