
Revised February 28, 2018 1 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Course Syllabus 
 

SPRING/SUMMER 2018 
NURTURING THE SPIRITUAL LIVES OF CHILDREN  

CHED 0553 
 

MONDAY – FRIDAY, APRIL 30TH – MAY 4TH 
9AM – 4PM 

 
INSTRUCTOR: THE REVEREND DR. VALERIE MICHAELSON  

Telephone number: 613-634-8320 
Address: 1225 Humberside Dr., Kingston, ON K7P 2J2 

Email: vmichaelson@tyndale.ca 
 

Office Hours: please book with professor 
 

Access your course material, or copy this URL into your browser http://classes.tyndale.ca. 
Course emails will be sent to your @MyTyndale.ca e-mail account. Learn how to access 
and forward emails to your personal account. 
 
 
I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course builds a biblical foundation, explores faith development issues and formulates a 
rationale for ministry to children. Practical approaches that respond to the spiritual needs of 
children and nurture their growth as whole persons are included. 
 

If you are considering taking this course, chances are you think children in the church, and 
children’s ministry overall, is important. I have never met someone in the church who didn’t–
at least in some small way—care about children. We want our children to thrive, to learn and 
to develop an authentic and growing faith. Curricula abound, promising to teach our children 
wonderful things about Jesus, and yet, so often, our children disappear, or they are not 
engaged. Teachers are frazzled and burn out, and many churches have difficulty recruiting 
and retaining qualified teachers for these programs in the first place. The practical realities of 

mailto:vmichaelson@tyndale.ca
http://classes.tyndale.ca/
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http://www.tyndale.ca/it/live-at-edu
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Revised February 28, 2018 2 

nurturing children in ways that give life to the whole church community often feel 
overwhelming. We look to our dwindling Sunday Schools as a sign of impending doom, and 
reminisce nostalgically about “the good old days” when they were full. Most of us say things 
like, “Children are not the church of tomorrow—they are the church of today.” We say, “The 
church will die if we do not invest in children’s ministry.” But sometimes we do not have 
much to say after that.  
 
Our vision feels small when it could be expansive.  
 
In this course, we will look to the bible, to Christian theology, to historical trends and to 
evidence-based best-practice in related fields of education and child development to cast a 
practical, biblical, dynamic and evidence-based vision of nurturing children in the Christian 
life.  
 
We will look at the unique qualities, gifts and joys of childhood and imagine ways that the 
church can respond to children as children, not as mini adults. Other priorities will be issues 
of justice and compassion and the church’s call to nurture children as whole human beings. A 
wide range of literature will be explored, and students will have the opportunity to cater 
aspects of their learning to their own interests and ministry contexts. 
 
Active and inquiry-based learning is a high priority in this class, and a key component of the 
instructor’s pedagogical strategies. You will be introduced to a wide range of resources, and 
learn to use them to respond to real life key questions and issues in your own ministry 
context. Come prepared to engage, to be challenged and to grow. 
 
 
II. LEARNING OUTCOMES:   
 
At the end of the course, students should be able to:  
 

1. Articulate a theological/biblical vision of the church and of children’s ministry. 
2. Demonstrate an awareness of: the importance of stories in nurturing children; current 

cultural issues related to children and childhood; issues related to children’s 
spirituality and the importance of intergenerational ministry. 

3. Use acquired practical tools and skills for engaging children pedagogically, nurturing 
children in a life of prayer and inviting children into the worshiping life of the church. 

4. Demonstrate an understanding of ways that church leaders can support parents in the 
home as they nurture their children in a life of faith. 

5. Describe an understanding of the theological, biblical and practical literature base in 
the area of children in the Church, and use this to evaluate children’s ministry 
practices and resources. 

6. Explain the role of the environment in children’s ministry, and use this knowledge to 
create a resource related to nurturing children in the Christian life (in the church or in 
the home). 
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III. COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
A. REQUIRED TEXTS   
 
(Please read ONE OF: Mercer or Yust. You do not need to read both unless you choose to for 
your annotated bibliography (Assignment 2). Students must complete a total of 1000 pages 
of reading to complete this course.  This reading will provide the foundation for all of your 
assignments, and if you read carefully, you will not need to read much (if anything) extra to 
complete the written assignments. While some of the readings are required (these will be 
identified in the first class), I have intentionally left some of the readings optional so that 
you can cater your learning experience to your own ministry context and personal interest. 
 
Mercer, Joyce Ann. Welcoming Children: A Practical Theology of Childhood. St Louis, MO: 

Chalice, 2005. 
 
Yust, Karen Marie. Real Kids, Real Faith: Practices for Nurturing Children's Spiritual Lives. San 

Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2004. 
 
 
B. ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
During the course, we will have ongoing discussion about themes that arise from lectures, 
from assigned readings, and from students’ questions and experiences.   This course will be 
highly interactive and while it will include substantial theoretical content, the practical 
implications and developing skills for practical ministry are a high priority. 
 
1.  Required Reading and Class Participation:  
 
Each student is asked to come to the first class having read at minimum the first two chapters 
of one required text.  Please come prepared to share a short, favourite quote from one of the 
texts that represents something you think is important in children’s ministry or in the lives of 
children outside the church.   (10% of final grade). 5% of the final grade will based on 
attendance and in-class participation, and 5% will be based on a self-assessment of one’s 
own participation and engagement in class. 
 
2.  Annotated Bibliography: (25%) Due Monday, June 4th 
 
Students will submit an annotated bibliography of their course reading.  While some readings 
are required (these will be identified in the first class), you will also have the opportunity to 
cater your readings to your own ministry context.  You must choose your own readings from 
the bibliography in this syllabus (an updated version will be provided in class).  You are 
responsible for reading 1000 pages (primarily of your choice!)  Please choose articles 
intentionally: those that challenge you, those that help you explore new ideas and those that 
are especially pertinent to your own ministry context.  For each article/book you read, please 
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include the citation and one (short) paragraph describing what you took away from the 
reading that contributes to your own vision of ministry for and with children.  
 
The purpose of this assignment is to give you a chance to explore and think critically about a 
broad range of literature in the area of children’s ministry and children’s spirituality. This 
reading will help you develop your own vision of children’s ministry (learning objective 1) and 
will be applicable to learning objectives 2 through 6. 
 
An example of the annotated bibliography format will be given in class. 
 
3. Resource development (25%) Due Monday, June 4th 
 
Creating positive experiences for children and families is central to children’s ministry and to 
nurturing children in their spiritual lives.  This assignment is very practical, and the end result 
will be twofold: 
 

1. Some kind of practical resource that can be used in a ministry context 
 

2. A 2 – 3 page rational, referencing your own theological vision of children’s 
ministry, that explains what you have created/developed and why. 

 
Examples of this assignment will be given in class.  This assignment has a lot of flexibility.  In 
the past, students have developed some marvelous resources: a “lego-story” to be used in 
their church’s VBS; a handbook for churches to welcome children with special needs; an 
illustrated children’s book about a child whose grandmother has dementia; a resource to 
teach children to pray; liturgies and prayers for dead pets, first day of school and the start of 
summer holidays and a job description for a children’s minister in their church. One student 
developed a short handbook for children who were experiencing their parents’ divorce; 
another student developed an Easter event for the children in his own church. More 
examples will be given in class, and I will work with you to match your resource development 
goals to your ministry context. 
 
Depending on what you choose to do, this assignment will potentially demonstrate all 6 
course learning outcomes. 
 
4. Final Paper: (40%) Due on Monday, July 2nd  
  
Drawing from class discussions, your own ministry context and supplementary readings, 
choose an issue or question related to children’s ministry in the church to explore.  Students 
will consult with the instructor throughout the week of classes to agree on a topic and/or 
research question.  It is hoped that the question or issue the student chooses to explore will 
be of practical benefit to his or her own ministry context or to his or her personal interest in 
nurturing children in the Christian life.  Ideally, this paper will have a theological/ theoretical 
component and also consider practical implications. In the past, students have written about 
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a diverse range of topics including: baptism; children with autism; consumerism; spiritual 
development; prayer; popular culture; involving children in worship; teaching children about 
money; mental health, intergenerational ministry; youth ministry; children and death, family 
ministry, training leaders and all kinds of other important topics.  Through this assignment, 
you will demonstrate many, if not all, of the course learning objectives. Please choose a topic 
that you care about, and that you want to consider more deeply in your own life and ministry. 
 
This paper should be in the range of 8-10 pages, double-spaced.  
 
 
C. GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN WORK 
 

1. Submit written work in a style consistent throughout with the model set out by Kate L. 
Turabian in A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations or with the 
Chicago Manual of Style Online, especially ch. 14. For citing scripture texts, refer to 
sections 10.46 to 10.51 and 14.253 to 14.254.  

 
Written work ought to be free of spelling mistakes, punctuated correctly, and adhere 
to basic rules of grammar. The work should be submitted in a clear, straight-forward 
style and demonstrate clear organization, argument and coherent thought. Ensure 
that you have accurately and fully documented source used in your paper (footnotes 
are preferred, but parenthetical references may be used). Please double space all 
written work and use 12- point font. Submit papers electronically to the 
vmichaelson@tyndale.ca.    
 

2. Students should consult the current Academic Calendar for academic polices on 
Academic Honesty, Gender Inclusive Language in Written Assignments, Late Papers 
and Extensions, Return of Assignments, and Grading System. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Integrity in academic work is required of all our students. Academic dishonesty is any 
breach of this integrity, and includes such practices as cheating (the use of 
unauthorized material on tests and examinations), submitting the same work for 
different classes without permission of the instructors; using false information 
(including false references to secondary sources) in an assignment; improper or 
unacknowledged collaboration with other students, and plagiarism. Tyndale University 
College & Seminary takes seriously its responsibility to uphold academic integrity, and 
to penalize academic dishonesty.  

 
 
E. SUMMARY OF ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
 
Evaluation is based upon the completion of the following assignments:  
 

http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/contents.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch14/ch14_toc.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch10/ch10_sec046.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch14/ch14_sec253.html
mailto:vmichaelson@tyndale.ca
http://tyndale.ca/registrar/calendar
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Required Reading and Class Participation 
(5% attendance and participation; 5% self-
evaluation) 

10 % In class 

Assignment 1: Resource Development 
(see description above) 

25 % June 4th  

Assignment 2: Annotated Bibliography 
(2-3 pages) 

25 % June 4th  

Assignment 3: A Final Paper 
(8-10 pages) 

40% July 2nd   

Total Grade 100 %  

 
 
In order for final marks to be submitted on time, all assignments must be emailed to the 
instructor (vmichaelson@tyndale.ca) or posted no later than the prescribed due dates.  Any 
late assignments will lose grades according the Tyndale policy.  
 
 
F. COURSE EVALUATION 
 
Tyndale Seminary values quality in the courses it offers its students. End-of-course 
evaluations provide valuable student feedback and are one of the ways that Tyndale 
Seminary works towards maintaining and improving the quality of courses and the student’s 
learning experience. Student involvement in this process is critical to enhance the general 
quality of teaching and learning. 
 
Before the end of the course, students will receive a MyTyndale email with a link to the online 
course evaluation. The evaluation period is 2 weeks; after the evaluation period has ended, it 
cannot be reopened. 
 
Course Evaluation results will not be disclosed to the instructor before final grades in the 
course have been submitted and processed. 
 
 
 
IV. COURSE SCHEDULE, CONTENT AND REQUIRED READINGS 
(The instructor may add content or modify this schedule based on the student intake sheets 
that will be filled in during the first class.) 
 
Each day will begin with a morning circle and a chance for students to share quotes.  As a 
courtesy, please be in class promptly at 9am as this morning circle is integral to our learning 
together.  We will also be sure to end promptly at 4pm each day.  Please feel free to email me 
throughout the week with questions or comments about course material.  I will set aside time 
in the evenings to respond. 
 

mailto:vmichaelson@tyndale.ca
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MONDAY  
9:00 – Welcome 

 The child in the Bible 

 The child in Christian Thought 

 Intake sheet 
12:00 – Lunch 
1:00 – Introduce “Good Soil” concept 

 Environments, Values and Evidence: principles for children’s ministry 
3:00 (ish) – go over syllabus, rubrics and assignments in detail 
 
 
TUESDAY  
9am – Environments, Evidence and Values: how do we put them together?  

 practical exercise 
12:00 – Lunch 
1:00 – Theme 1: Children are vulnerable and in need of protection 

 cultural context of our ministry 

 family context, ecological systems 
 
 
WEDNESDAY  
9:00 – Theme 2: Children are gifts from God and fully human, made in the Image of God 
11:00 – CHAPEL  
12:00 – lunch 
1:00 – Theme 3 

 Children are developing beings in need of guidance 

 Approaching sin and redemption with children 

 Inquiry Based Learning 

 WISE approach to teaching and guiding children 

 The Search Institute: developmental assets of faith 

 Sign up for consultations 
 
 
THURSDAY  
9:00 – Theme 4: children reveal God to the adult world 

 The child theologies movement 

 child spirituality 
12:00 – Lunch 
1:00 – 4:00 pm:  

 This time has been reserved for individual meetings with every student to consult 
about papers and other class assignments.  Please be sure to sign up for a 10 
minute slot.  Past students have found this an invaluable opportunity to check in 
about their assignment ideas. 
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 You also are responsible to meet with your children’s spirituality group for a 
minimum of one hour (maximum your choice) to plan your 5 minute presentation 
for Friday morning. You should be prepared to meet for at least 2 hours this 
afternoon, though you may choose to meet for longer. 

 You also need to give each other each 5 or 10 minutes of peer review on your 
projects. Ask each other good questions, push each other thinking, share ideas… 
help each other do great work for children and families in God’s Kingdom. 

 
 
FRIDAY    
9:00 – Tying up any loose ends 

 intergenerational ministry 

 Spirituality presentations 

  “The Seven Steps of Planning” – planning our children’s ministry (group work) 
12:00 – lunch 
1:00 – Final integration of all learning 

 “The possibility and hope of the church” 
 
 

V. SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
For this course, you are required to read 1000 pages related to course material. All of this 
reading will inform your final paper and the resource that you develop. 

You are responsible for reporting on 500 pages of what you have read in this annotated 
bibliography.  It must include: 

1. One of EITHER the Mercer (292 pages) or Yust (202 pages) 

2. Up to 50 pages of the bibliography may be drawn from relevant websites may be 
included in your annotated bibliography. 

3. The rest of the pages of the bibliography (to total 500 pages) are to be selected 
from the following reading list. Most of these articles are readily available through 
Google Scholar or the Tyndale library.  If you have any trouble accessing them, just 
ask the instructor for help. An expanded bibliography will be given in class.  

Mercer, Joyce Ann. Welcoming Children: A Practical Theology of Childhood. St Louis, MO:  
Chalice, 2005. 

 
Yust, Karen Marie. Real Kids, Real Faith: Practices for Nurturing Children's Spiritual Lives. 

San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2004. 
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Agrawal, S. K. (2008). Faith-based ethnic residential communities and neighbourliness in 
Canada. Planning, Practice & Research, 23(1), 41-56. 
 
Barnett, E. W. (2010). The child in 1 Corinthians 13: a more excellent way. Unpublished 
Honors Thesis. Melbourne, VIC: Whitley College, Melbourne College of Divinity. (5 pages) 
 
Beckwith, I. (2010). Formational Children's Ministry (ēmersion: Emergent Village resources for 
communities of faith): Shaping Children Using Story, Ritual, and Relationship. Baker Books. 
(155 pages) 
 
Berryman, Jerome. (2009). Children and the Theologians:  Clearing the Way for Grace.  New 
York: Morehouse Publishing. 
 
Bunge, M. (2009). Introduction. In J. Browning & M. Bunge (Eds.), Children and childhood in 
world religions: Primary sources and texts (pp. 1-14). New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University 
Press. (Christian texts section, available on eBook) 
 
Bunge, M. J. (2008). Biblical and Theological Perspectives on Children, Parents, and ‘Best 
Practices' for Faith Formation: Resources for Child, Youth, and Family Ministry Today. Dialog, 
47(4), 348-360. (12 pages) 
 
Bunge, M. J. (2006). The child, religion, and the academy: Developing robust theological and 
religious understandings of children and childhood. The Journal of religion, 86(4), 549-579. 
(30 pages) 
 
Bunge, M. J. (2015). “Our Calling in Education": Working Together to Generate a Strong Social 
Statement on Public Schools, Lutheran Schools and Colleges, and the Faith Formation of 
Children and Young People. Intersections, 2006(23), 4. (13 pages) 
 
Charles, C., & Louv, R. (2009). Children’s nature deficit: What we know and don’t know. 
Children and Nature Network, 1-32. (32 pages) 
 
Csinos, D. M. (2010). “Come, Follow Me”: Apprenticeship in Jesus' Approach to Education. 
Religious Education, 105(1), 45-62. (17 pages) 
 
Csinos, D. M. (2010). Saturated Spirituality: Creating Environments that Nurture All Children. 
Lifelong Faith, 4(3), 3-15. (53 pages) 
 
Csinos, D. (2007). The biblical theme of welcoming children. McMaster Journal of Theology 
and Ministry, 8, 97-117. 
 
Csinos, D. M. (2014). Jesus Loves Which Little Children?. Exploring and Engaging Spirituality 
for Today's Children: A Holistic Approach, 307. 
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Ley, D. (2008). The immigrant church as an urban service hub. Urban Studies, 45(10), 2057-
2074. 
 
Michaelson, V., Robinson, P., & Pickett, W. (2014). Participation in church or religious groups 
and its association with health: a national study of young Canadians. Journal of religion and 
health, 53(5), 1353-1373. 
 
Michaelson, V., Trothen, T. J., Davison, C., Elgar, F. J., & Pickett, W. (2014). Eucharistic Eating, 
Family Meals and the Health of Adolescent Girls: A Canadian Study. practical theology, 7(2), 
125-143. 
 
Michaelson, V. Good Soil: environments that help children thrive. Free download (28 pages). 
 

Michaelson, V., Trothen, T., Davison, C., Pickett, W.  (2016) “Bodies and Behaviours: A Study 
of Body Image in Adolescent Girls and the Canadian Church.” Practical Theology. Please ask 
me if you would like a free version of this manuscript. 

 

Michaelson, V., Brooks, F., Jirásek, I., Inchley, J., Whitehead, I., King, N., Walsh, S., Davison, C., 
Mazur, J., Pickett, W. “Developmental Patterns of Adolescent Spiritual Health in Six Countries. 
Social Science and Medicine: Population Health (2016).  

 

Michaelson, V., Robinson, P., Pickett, W., Cameron, L. “Participation in Church or Religious 
Groups and its Association with Health: Part 2: A Qualitative, Canadian Study.” Journal of 
Religion and Health (2014) 1118-1133.  

 
Miller‐McLemore, B. J. (2006). Children and Religion in the Public Square: “Too Dangerous and 
Too Safe, Too Difficult and Too Silly”. The Journal of religion, 86(3), 385-401. (16 pages) 
 
Moltmann, J. (2000). Child and childhood as metaphors of hope. Theology Today, 56(4), 592-
603. (11 pages) 
 
Nye, R. (2009). Children's Spirituality: what it is and why it matters. Church House Publishing. 
(100 pages) 
 
Ridgely, S. (2012). Children and Religion. Religion Compass, 6(4), 236-248. 
 
World Conference on Human Rights. (1993). Fact Sheet: A summary of the rights under the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. (4) 
 
Yust, K. M. (2003). Toddler spiritual formation and the faith community. International journal 
of children's spirituality, 8(2), 133-149. 
 

https://www.researchgate.net/project/Good-Soil-environments-that-help-children-thrive
http://www.unicef.org/crc/files/Rights_overview.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/crc/files/Rights_overview.pdf
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Yust, Karen‐Marie. "Creating an idyllic world for children’s spiritual formation." International 
Journal of Children's Spirituality 11, no. 1 (2006): 177-188. 
 
Yust, K. M., Hyde, B., & Ota, C. (2010). Cyber spirituality: Facebook, Twitter, and the 
adolescent quest for connection. International Journal of Children's Spirituality, 15(4), 291-
293. 
 
http://stickyfaith.org/articles/through-the-zone
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This rubric will be used for assessment of  the major paper 

Wow! A+ 4.3 90-100 Distinguished 
Assignment is of sufficient substance and style to be submitted to a refereed journal for publication 

based on the critical thinking evidenced. 

Exceeds expectations for 

this assignment for students 

at the graduate or 

undergraduate level. 

A 4.0 85-89 Outstanding 

Superior understanding of the subject matter.  Evidence of original thinking and an extensive 

knowledge base.  Careful, concise, critical analysis with a clear and well-argued hypothesis based 

on the material.  Shows a capacity to analyze, synthesise, and evaluate material.  Shows a grasp of 

all the scholarly issues involved. Shows evidence of learning being extended beyond the initial 

learning situation. Clear thesis and conclusion. Well-researched and documented. Stylistically 

flawless. 

A- 3.7 80-84 Excellent 

Superior understanding of the subject matter.  A careful analysis with some precision and attention 

to the details of the material.  Shows some critical capacity and analytic ability and some original 

thinking. Needs a bit of fine-tuning of the details. Clear thesis and conclusion. Good research and 

documentation. Stylistically flawless. 

Meets expectations for this 

assignment for students at 

the graduate or 

undergraduate level. 

B+ 3.3 77-79 Accomplished 

Solid understanding of the subject matter.  Good analysis and some critical reasoning.  Reasonable 

understanding of relevant issues and familiarity with the material. Demonstrates a solid 

understanding of the relationship or connections among the basic concepts. Needs to be more 

concise or precise in details and more careful in forming arguments. Stylistically sound. 

B 3.0 73-76 Good 

Generally accurate account of the subject matter with acceptable analysis and some critical 

reasoning.  Some interaction with relevant material. Demonstrates some understanding of the 

relationship or connection among the basic concepts.  Needs more precision and attention to details 

and greater precision in the use of arguments. Some careless stylistic errors. 

B- 2.7 70-72 Fine 

Generally accurate description of the subject matter and an adequate grasp of the critical issues and 

ideas involved.  Demonstrates rudimentary understanding of the relationship or connection among 

the basic concepts. Needs more attention to detail and better use of arguments. Some careless 

stylistic errors. 

Below expectations for this 

assignment for students at 

the graduate or 

undergraduate level. 

C+ 2.3 67-69 Developing 

Acceptable treatment of the subject matter.  Demonstrates an understanding of the basic facts, 

vocabulary, details, and elemental concepts. Shows an ability to deal with simple issues arising out 

of the material.  Needs to explore the subject matter more fully and formulate ideas more clearly. 

Closer attention should be given to stylistic elements including sentence structure and paragraph 

organization. 

C 2.0 63-66 

Adequate 

Generally acceptable treatment of the subject matter and issues. Demonstrates an awareness of the 

basic facts, vocabulary, details, and elemental concepts. Impressionistic or vague at points.  Shows 

that the learning experience was profitable.  Lacks clarity in formulating the issues and shows little 

or no evidence of critical reflection on the issues or data. Closer attention should be given to 

grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 
C- 1.7 60-62 

D+ 1.3 57-59 

Marginal 

Adequate understanding and treatment of the data and issues, but imprecise, impressionistic or 

vague. Lacks clarity in expressing the issues and shows no evidence of critical reflection on the 

issues or data. Major problems related to issues of style. 
D 1.0 53-56 

D- 0.7 50-52 

Ouch! F  0-49 Inadequate 
Sloppy, imprecise, or careless discussion of the material with little or no evidence of critical 

reflection.  
© 2011, Richard S. Ascough. This rubric is used with permission 


