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Course Syllabus 
 

WINTER 2018 
PLANTING “NEW GENERATION” CHURCHES 

IN A MULTICULTURAL WORLD 
CHIN 0603 / PAST 0603 

 
JANUARY 10 – APRIL 4 

WEDNESDAYS, 2:15 – 5:05 PM 
 

INSTRUCTOR: DR. NARRY F. SANTOS 
Tel: (647) 882-3612 

Email: nsantos@tyndale.ca  
 

Office Hours: Wednesday 11 – 12 PM; 1 – 2 PM 
 

To access your course material, please go to http://classes.tyndale.ca. Course emails will be 
sent to your @MyTyndale.ca e-mail account. For information how to access and forward 
emails to your personal account, see http://www.tyndale.ca/it/live-at-edu. 
 
 
I. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course proposes the planting of “new generation” churches, which seek to fulfill the 
mission of God in fresh and discerning ways with the new generations. Students will explore 
biblical, theological, missiological, ecclesiological, and historical perspectives in planting such 
churches, as well as principles, challenges, and practices in starting and developing missional, 
multicultural, multi-generational, and multiplying churches that engage and serve their local 
communities, and that participate in God’s global kingdom. 
 
 
II. LEARNING OUTCOMES  
 
At the end of the course, students will be able to:  
 

A. Explain the postmodern, post-Christendom, pluralistic, and multicultural realities in 
Canada and how planting “new generation” churches can meaningfully respond to 
these daily realities in contextual and culturally sensitive ways; 

mailto:nsantos@tyndale.ca
http://classes.tyndale.ca/
http://www.tyndale.ca/it/live-at-edu
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B. Analyse the foundational role of biblical, theological, missiological, ecclesiological, and 

historical perspectives in planting “new generation” churches; 
 
C. Develop a growing appreciation for the need, value, and contribution of partnerships 

with churches, networks, and agencies in planting “new generation” churches toward 
the expansion of God’s kingdom; & 

 
D. Generate informed reflection and feedback on the principles, challenges, and 

practices involved in intentionally starting and developing missional, multicultural, 
multi-generational, multiplying, and movemental churches. 

 
 

III. COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
A. REQUIRED READING: 
 
Murray, Stuart. Church Planting: Laying Foundations. Waterloo, ON: Herald Press, 2001. 
 
________. Planting Churches in the 21st Century: A Guide for Those Who Want Fresh 

Perspectives and New Ideas for Creating Congregations. Waterloo, ON: Herald Press, 
2010. 

 
Ott, Craig, and Gene Wilson. Global Church Planting: Biblical Principles and Best Practices for  
 Multiplication. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2011. 
 
B. SUPPLEMENTARY / RECOMMENDED READING:  
 
DeYmaz, Mark. Building a Healthy Multi-ethnic Church: Mandate, Commitments and Practices 

of a Diverse Congregation. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley, 2007. 
 
Roberts, Bob Jr. The Multiplying Church: The New Math for Starting New Churches. Grand 

Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2008. 
 
C. ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
 
1. Class Participation and Weekly Required Reading: 10% of the final grade 

 
Student participation will be graded according to the following scale: (D): present, not 
disruptive; responds when called on but does not offer much; infrequent involvement; (C): 
adequate preparation, but no evidence of interpretation of analysis; offers straightforward 
information; contributes moderately when called upon; (B): good preparation, offers 
interpretation and analysis, contributes well to discussion in on-going fashion; (A): excellent 
preparation, offers analysis, synthesis and evaluation of material; contributes significantly to 
ongoing discussion. 
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The students are given required weekly reading assignments, according to the topics specified 
in the course schedule. The reading materials, which come from the textbooks and selected 
articles given in class, are due on the specified dates in the course schedule. 
 
2. Journal of Weekly Church Planting Lessons: One double-spaced page per week; 25% of 

the final grade  
 
The students will choose five church planting lessons that they will personally learn from the 
class sessions and assigned reading every week (except from the textbook on Planting 
Churches in the 21st Century; see assignment #3 for a separate requirement on it). They will 
follow this two-part format: (1) Church Planting Lesson: (specify the church planting lesson) – 
only one sentence in length; and (2) What this church planting lesson means to me (or why 
this church planting lesson is important to me): (specify the personal meaning or importance 
of the lesson) – only two sentences in length. The five lessons will be submitted on a weekly 
basis. The length of the five weekly lessons can be less than one double-spaced page but must 
not exceed one page.  
 
3. Church Planting Book Review and Reflection Paper: 7 double-spaced pages; due on 

March 7; 20% of the final grade 
 

The students will make a seven-page double-spaced book review and reflection paper on the 
textbook entitled Planting Churches in the 21st Century: A Guide for Those Who Want Fresh 
Perspectives and New Ideas for Creating Congregations by Stuart Murray. Their book review 
segment will cover the following main portions (for a maximum of four pages for this 
segment): (1) their overview of the book’s contents; (2) their summary of the author’s main 
ideas in the book; and (3) their own assessment or response to those main ideas (i.e., why 
they agree or disagree with the author). Their reflection paper segment will answer one 
question from the “Questions for Further Reflection” at the end of each chapter in the book 
(for a maximum of three pages for this segment). 
 
4. Church Plant Research/Interview Paper and Presentation: 10 double-spaced pages; due 

on April 4; 45% of the final grade  
 

The students will do a ten-page research/interview paper on a recent church plant in the 
Greater Toronto Area, by reading about the kind of church method or model that the new 
church plant employs (using the different church models or shapes discussed in class), by 
interviewing the church planter and the church plant team leaders, and by observing the 
church plant in action during one of its gatherings (e.g., worship experience; small group; 
community engagement). 
 
The students will describe the specific church plant location or community (e.g., urban; rural; 
gateway city setting), the groups the church plant seeks to reach (e.g., young adults; new 
immigrants) in that area, the method or model used by the church plant in serving that 
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community, the length of existence as a church plant, and the current church plant significant 
statistics (e.g., weekly attendance; small group). 
 
The research/interview will seek to discover what the church plant did (or are doing) in the 
following areas: (1) community research or mapping of the specific location; (2) research of 
the specified target group in the community (including their potential needs and interest); (3) 
configuration of the church planting team and the partners (e.g., church or churches; 
denomination; networks; agencies) that were encouraged to take part in the church plant; 
and (4) strategic steps used in planting the church among the specified group of people in 
that designated community. 

 
In light of their discovery about the church plant story, the students will assess this church 
planting effort (i.e., the areas of growth and struggle), in light of the lessons learned in 
planting “new generation” churches in a multicultural world.  
 
Finally, the students will present for ten minutes the highlights of their church plant interview 
and the major lessons that they learned in such an experience. 
 
D. GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN WORK 
 
For proper citation style, consult the Chicago-Style Quick Guide (Tyndale e-resource) or the 
full edition of the Chicago Manual of Style Online, especially ch. 14. For citing scripture texts, 
refer to sections 10.46 to 10.51 and 14.253 to 14.254. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Integrity in academic work is required of all our students. Academic dishonesty is any breach 
of this integrity, and includes such practices as cheating (the use of unauthorized material on 
tests and examinations), submitting the same work for different classes without permission of 
the instructors; using false information (including false references to secondary sources) in an 
assignment; improper or unacknowledged collaboration with other students, and plagiarism. 
Tyndale University College & Seminary takes seriously its responsibility to uphold academic 
integrity, and to penalize academic dishonesty.  
 
Students should consult the current Academic Calendar for academic polices on Academic 
Honesty, Gender Inclusive Language in Written Assignments, Late Papers and Extensions, 
Return of Assignments, and Grading System. The Academic Calendar is posted at 
http://tyndale.ca/registrar/calendar.  
 
E. SUMMARY OF ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
 
Evaluation is based upon the completion of the following assignments: 
 

Class Participation and Weekly Required Reading 10 % 

Journal of Church Planting Lessons 25 % 

Church Planting Book Review and Reflection Paper 20 % 

http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/tools_citationguide.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/contents.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch14/ch14_toc.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch10/ch10_sec046.html
http://ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/login?url=http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.ezproxy.mytyndale.ca:2048/16/ch14/ch14_sec253.html
http://tyndale.ca/registrar/calendar
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Church Plant Research/Interview Paper and 
Presentation 

45 % 

Total Grade 100 % 

 
 
F. COURSE EVALUATION 
 
Tyndale Seminary values quality in the courses it offers its students. End-of-course 
evaluations provide valuable student feedback and are one of the ways that Tyndale 
Seminary works towards maintaining and improving the quality of courses and the student’s 
learning experience. Student involvement in this process is critical to enhance the general 
quality of teaching and learning. 
 
Before the end of the course, students will receive a MyTyndale email with a link to the online 
course evaluation. The evaluation period is 2 weeks; after the evaluation period has ended, it 
cannot be reopened. 
 
Course Evaluation results will not be disclosed to the instructor before final grades in the 
course have been submitted and processed. Student names will be kept confidential and the 
instructor will only see the aggregated results of the class. 
 
  
IV. COURSE SCHEDULE, CONTENT AND REQUIRED READINGS 
 
Textbook #1: Murray, Stuart. Church Planting: Laying Foundations. 
Textbook #2: Murray, Stuart. Planting Churches in the 21st Century: A Guide for Those Who 

Want Fresh Perspectives and New Ideas for Creating Congregations. 
Textbook #3: Ott, Craig and Gene Wilson. Global Church Planting: Biblical Principles and Best 

Practices for Multiplication. 
 
DATE     TOPIC 
 
January 10   Syllabus Discussion/Class Introduction 
   Why do people object to planting churches? 
   Why must we plant churches? 
   What is church and what is church planting? 
 
 
January 17  A Case for Planting “New Generation” Churches 
   (Biblical/Theological Perspectives) 

What do we mean by “new generation” churches? 
   Why do we need to plant “new generation” churches? 
   What are some key theological and biblical motifs of “newness”? 
 
   Reading #1 Due: Textbook #2: pp. 9-52; Textbook #1: pp. 156-180 
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   Church Planting Journal #1 Due: Lessons #1-5 
 
 
January 24  Foundational Perspectives on “New Generation” Churches 1 
   (Missional/Multicultural Considerations) 

What does it mean for churches to become missional and 
multicultural? 
 
Reading #2 Due: Textbook #2: pp. 13-28; Textbook #3: pp. 395-416; 
“Scattered to Gather” Primer pp. 1-39 
Church Planting Journal #2 Due: Lessons #6-10 
 
   

January 31  Foundational Perspectives on “New Generation” Churches 2 
   (Multi-Generational/Multiplying/Movemental Considerations) 

What does it mean for churches to become multi-generational, 
multiplying, and movemental? 
 
Reading #3 Due: Textbook #3: pp. 65-126 
Church Planting Journal #3 Due: Lessons #11-15 
 

      
February 7  Church Planting as Intersection of Mission & Church 
   (Missiological/Ecclesiological Perspectives) 

What is the relation of “new generation” churches to the mission of 
God (misio Dei), incarnation, and the kingdom of God? 
 
Reading #4 Due: Textbook #1 pp. 11-86; Textbook #3: pp. 3-61 
Church Planting Journal #4 Due: Lessons #16-20 
 

 
February 14  Church Planting Lessons from Previous Generations 

(Historical Perspective/Canadian Context) 
What lessons can we learn from the past about church planting? 
How do the changes in Canada affect church planting today? 
 
Reading #5 Due: Textbook #1: pp. 87-105; “What’s a Missionary Doing 
in Canada?” chapter pp. 95-108 
Church Planting Journal #5 Due: Lessons #21-25 

 
 
(February 19 [Monday] – 23 [Friday]: Reading Week) 
 
 
February 28  Models and Methods in Church Planting 
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   (Church Shape, Size, and Structure) 
What are the various approaches of church planting in different 
contexts and circumstances? 
 
Reading #6 Due: Textbook #1: pp. 106-155, 181-204, 229-257; 
Textbook #2: pp. 185-210; 
Church Planting Journal #6 Due: Lessons #26-30 
 

       
March 7  Integrated Framework for Planting “New Generation” Churches 
   (Development Pillars/Phases in Church Planting) 

What is a development cycle in church planting that can be reproduced 
in different contexts and places? 
 
Reading #7 Due: Textbook #3: pp. 155-285; Textbook #1: pp. 205-228 
Church Planting Journal #7 Due: Lessons #31-35 
Church Planting Book Review and Reflection Paper Due 

 
 
March 14  Church Multiplication and Church Planting Movement 
   (Strategic Sending and Reproducing Matters) 

What crucial factors contribute to church multiplication and church 
planting movements? 
 
Reading #8 Due: Textbook #3: pp. 127-151, 287-301 
Church Planting Journal #8 Due: Lessons #36-40 
 

 
March 21  Church Planting Nuts and Bolts 
   (Setting the Stage to Start Off Right) 

What are major launch priorities of the church planters, teams, and 
partners? 
 
Reading #9 Due: Textbook #3: pp. 53-184 
Church Planting Journal #9 Due: Lessons #41-45 
 

 
March 28  Challenges and Reality Checks in Church Planting 
   (Critical Issues in Preparation and Implementation) 

What other factors must the church planters, teams, and partners be 
aware of in fulfilling their call? 
 
Reading #10 Due: Textbook #1: pp. 258-260; Textbook #3: 305-394; 
Church Planting Journal #10 Due: Lessons #46-50 
Course Evaluation 
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April 4   Summary and Conclusion 

(Class Integration and Church Plant Presentations) 
 
Church Plant Research/Interview Paper and Presentation Due 

 
 

V. SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Addison Steve. Pioneering Movements: Leadership That Multiplies Disciples and Churches. 

Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2015. 
 
Bowen, John, ed. Green Shoots out of Dry Ground: Growing a New Future for the Church in 

Canada. Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2013. 
 
Ferguson, Dave and Jon Ferguson. Exponential: How You and Your Friends Can Start a 

Missional Church Movement. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010. 
 
Garrison, David. Church Planting Movements: How God Is Redeeming a Lost World. 

Arkadelphia. AR: WIGTake Resources, 2004. 
 
Murray, Stuart. Changing Mission: Learning from the Newer Churches. London, England: 

Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, 2006. 
 
________. Planting Churches: A Framework for Practitioners. Colorado Springs: Paternoster, 

2008. 
 
________. Post-Christendom: Church and Mission in a Strange New World. UK: Paternoster, 

2004. [An e-Book version is available through Tyndale Library] 
 
Nichols, Laurie Fortunak, A. Scott Moreau and Gary R. Corwin, eds. Extending God’s Kingdom: 

Church Planting Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow. Wheaton, IL: EMIS, 2011. 
 
Siebert, Jared. Gutsy: (Mis)Adventures in Canadian Church Planting. Mississauga, ON: New 

Leaf Network Press, 2016. 
 
Stetzer, Ed. Planting New Churches in a Postmodern Age. Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman 

Publishers, 2003. 
 
________ and Warren Bird. Viral Churches: Helping Church Planters Become Movement 

Makers. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 2010. 
 
________, Elmer Towns, and Warren Bird. 11 Innovations in the Local Church: How Today’s 

Leaders Can Learn, Discern and Move into the Future. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 2007. 


