
The Infinitive 

 

Basic Idea:  An indeclinable verbal noun. Often plays typical roles of a noun. 
Subjects of infinitives: Subject of an infinitive usually appears in the accusative case. 

simple infinitive Matt 5:17    μὴ νομίσητε ὅτι ἦλθον καταλκαταλκαταλκαταλῦῦῦῦσαισαισαισαι τὸν νόμον 
                   Do not think that I came to destroy the law. 

Purpose 

τοῦ + inf. Matt 2:13 μέλλει γὰρ Ἡρώδης ζητεῖν τὸ παιδίον τοτοτοτοῦῦῦῦ    
ἀἀἀἀπολπολπολπολέέέέσαισαισαισαι αὐτό 
For Herod is about to search for the child to 
destroy him. 

simple infinitive  Result 

τοῦ + inf. Luke 5:7    ἔπλησαν ἀμφότερα τὰ πλοῖα ὥστε βυθβυθβυθβυθίίίίζεσθαι ζεσθαι ζεσθαι ζεσθαι 
ααααὐὐὐὐττττάάάά 
They filled both the boats with the result that that 
they began to sink. 

simple infinitive Matt 6:24  οὐ δύνασθε θεῷ δουλεδουλεδουλεδουλεύύύύεινεινεινειν καὶ μαμωνᾷ 
You cannot serve God and mammon. 
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Complementary 
(Supplementary) 

Verbs taking complementary inf.: δύναμαι, μέλλω 
** verb cannot take a regular (non-verbal) noun as a direct object 
simple infinitive 
(often looks like 
complementary 
inf.) 

Phil 1:12   γινγινγινγινώώώώσκεινσκεινσκεινσκειν δὲ ὑμᾶς βούλομαι, ἀδελφοί, ὅτι τὰ 
κατ’ ἐμὲ . . . 
Now I want you to know, brothers, that my 
circumstances . . . 

Verbs taking inf. direct object: ἄρχομαι, βούλομαι, ζητέω, θέλω, ὀφείλω 

Direct object 

τὸ + inf. 2 Cor 8:11 νυνὶ δὲ καὶ ττττὸὸὸὸ ποι ποι ποι ποιῆῆῆῆσαισαισαισαι ἐπιτελέσατε 
But now complete the performance [of it] as 
well . . . 

διδιδιδιὰὰὰὰ τ τ τ τόόόό    + inf. Cause 
“because . . .” 

Mark 4:6   διὰ τὸ μὴ ἔἔἔἔχεινχεινχεινχειν ῥίζαν ἐξηράνθη 
Because it had no root, it withered. 

εεεεἰἰἰἰς τς τς τς τόόόό + inf.  

πρπρπρπρὸὸὸὸς τς τς τς τόόόό    + inf.     
 

ὡὡὡὡς ς ς ς + inf.     

ὥὥὥὥστεστεστεστε    + inf.    

All usually 
purpose 
“in order to . . .” 
 
or result 
“so as to . . .” 

 
 

ἐἐἐἐν τν τν τν τῷῷῷῷ + inf. Time 
(simultaneous) 
“while, as . . .” 

Matt 13:4    ἐἐἐἐν τν τν τν τῷῷῷῷ σπε σπε σπε σπείίίίρεινρεινρεινρειν αὐτὸν ἃ μὲν ἔπεσεν παρὰ τὴν 
ὁδόν 
While he was sowing, some fell on the road. 

μετμετμετμετὰὰὰὰ τ τ τ τόόόό    + inf.    Time (preceding) 
“after . . .” 

Matt 26:32  μετμετμετμετὰὰὰὰ δὲ ττττὸὸὸὸ    ἐἐἐἐγεργεργεργερθθθθῆῆῆῆναναναναίίίί με προάξω ὑμᾶς εἰς τὴν 
Γαλιλαίαν. 
And after I have been raised, I will go ahead 
of you into Galilee. 

πρπρπρπρίίίίνννν ( ( ( (ἤἤἤἤ) ) ) ) + inf.    Time (following) 
“before . . .” 
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πρπρπρπρὸὸὸὸ το το το τοῦῦῦῦ    + inf.    Time (following) 
“before . . .” 

Matt 6:8      οἶδεν ὁ πατὴρ ὑμῶν ὧν χρείαν ἔχετε πρπρπρπρὸὸὸὸ το το το τοῦῦῦῦ 
ὑμᾶς ααααἰἰἰἰττττῆῆῆῆσαισαισαισαι αὐτόν 
Your Father knows what you need before you 
ask him. 



Indirect discourseIndirect discourseIndirect discourseIndirect discourse    simple infinitive Mark 12:18 Σαδδουκαῖοι . . . οἵτινες λέγουσιν ἀνάστασιν μὴ 
εεεεἶἶἶἶναιναιναιναι 
Sadducees . . . who say there is no resurrection 

AppositionAppositionAppositionApposition    simple infinitive 
“namely . . .” 
“that is . . .” 

James 1:27 θρησκεία καθαρὰ . . . αὕτη ἐστίν, ἐἐἐἐπισκπισκπισκπισκέέέέπτεσθαιπτεσθαιπτεσθαιπτεσθαι 
ὀρφανοὺς καὶ χήρας 
pure religion . . . is this, namely, to visit 
orphans and widows 

simple infinitive 
“to . . .” 

1 Cor 7:39  ἐλευθέρα ἐστὶν ᾧ θέλει γαμηθγαμηθγαμηθγαμηθῆῆῆῆναιναιναιναι 
She is free to be married to whomever she 
wants 

EpexegeticalEpexegeticalEpexegeticalEpexegetical    

τοῦ + infinitive 
“to . . .” 

Luke 10:19  δέδωκα ὑμῖν τὴν ἐξουσίαν τοτοτοτοῦῦῦῦ πατε πατε πατε πατεῖῖῖῖνννν ἐπάνω 
ὄφεων καὶ σκορπίων 
I have given you authority to tread on serpents 
and scorpions 

 


