How the New Testament Survived
Twenty Centuries
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wInformal publication (AD 6600)
¢ Hand copying
¢ By literate amateurs
¢ For reading in churches
¢ Papyrus rolls and codices

wFormal publication (30400)

wCopying In Monasteries (7€600)
wPrinted Editions (1454
wElectronic Texts (198D
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wInformal publication (AD 6600)

wFormal publication (304 00)
¢ Hand copying by trained scribes
¢ Leather codices

¢ For patrons, large churches, libraries,
clergy
wCopyingn Monasterieq 7001600

wPrinted Editiong1454)
wElectronic Text§1980)
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wInformal publication (AD 6600)
wFormal publication (3G

wCopying In Monasteries (7&600)
¢ Highly trained and disciplined 1
¢/ 2NNBOUA2Y | YR
¢ Often copying from dictation
¢ Long hours in harsh conditions

wPrinted Editions (1454
wElectronic Texts (198D
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wInformal publication (AD 6600)
wFormal publication (3G
wCopying In Monasteries (7&600)

wPrinted Editions (1454

¢ Still many topographical errors
¢ Soon printing Greek text

¢ Beginnings of text collection and
comparison

wElectronic Texts (198D
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wThe problem

¢ Many, many differences
wWhy?

¢ Unintentional

¢ Intentional
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wThe problem

¢ Many, many differences
wWhy?
¢ Unintentional
wErrors of sight
wErrors of hearing

wErrors of writing and memory
wErrors of judgment

C Intentional
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wThe problem . —
¢ Many, many differences e
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¢ Unintentional

¢ Intentional
wGrammar and language
wHarmonizing
wAttempts to correct error
wDoctrinal changes




w Putting variations in perspective
¢ Most are obvious errors
¢ Most make no difference for faith

wNo ancient document Is more secure
¢ Gap between composition and copies
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wWNT: by far the most manuscripts
¢ 5000+ Greek manuscripts
¢ 8000+ Latin manuscripts

¢ 1000 manuscripts of ancient translations

wGreek and Latin classics
¢ Euripides, Cicero, Ovid, Virgil: a few hundrg J

¢ Sophocles100
¢ Aeschylus: 50
¢ Greek Anthologyl

¢ Tacitus:l
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wWNT: by far the smallest gap
¢ Earliest: around 100 years (before AD 200) ¢
¢ Complete editions: 300 years £

wGreek Classics

cazad mnnn &SI NBAR 2NJ
death

wlLatin Classics

¢ Often closer than Greek J=
¢/ f2as8ad Aa adraftf onl|Ks




w Putting variations in perspective
¢ Most are obvious errors
¢ Most make no difference for faith

wNo ancient document IS more secure

¢ We are more sure of the NT text than of
any other document prior to the printing
press
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w Textual criticism
¢ Compare manuscripts

¢ Reconstruct the original (or earliest
possible)

w External evidence
wlnternal evidence



