Missional Bible Study Questions

“The questions one asks will define the answers one gets” (Treasure in Clay Jars, p. 71). If so, we need to look carefully at the sorts of questions we ask when we study the Bible. If we grow in the direction of what we ask questions about, then what and how we study will shape both how we experience the world and how we interpret Scripture. The Gospel and Our Culture Network has been experimenting with a different set of questions to guide personal and small group Bible study. They suggest that an alternative approach is necessary since “it is possible to be biblically centered, to expect and to experience biblical preaching, and not to be a church that acknowledges, much less practices, its missional calling. This is the crisis and the dilemma of much of the Western church. It is possible to study the Scriptures in such a way that its central emphasis upon formation for mission is missed” (p. 60).

The following are the five questions which can be raised and addressed in order to help us shift to a missionally-orientated approach to a specific biblical text.   

A. CONTEXT: How does this text read us and our world?
· There has been considerable emphasis in recent years on what the reader brings  to the text, and on the reader as interpreter of the text – it is now common to have readings of Scriptures from various angles of “social location” (eg., from the vantage point of ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation).

· This question reverses the logic by NOT asking how we  read the text, given our assumptions, but rather, how does the text read us and our assumptions!
· What does a given text have to say about us, our assumptions, our values, our culture, our world?

· How do we see ourselves if Scripture is the story of God and God’s truthful dealings with the world? How do we locate ourselves within this story?
B. GOSPEL: How does this text evangelize us with good news?
· The assumption here is that all of Scripture is the story of God’s good news, and that the Gospel principles of God’s initiative in grace to bring all nations under the reign of God permeates both the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament.
· This means that, without convoluted and forced exegesis, we should find Good News in the whole Bible.

· This assumes that the role of the Bible in personal and corporate life is to speak Good News to us, day after day, week after week.

· This does not reduce to an altar call at every Sunday service!. 
C. CHANGE: How does this text convert us in personal and corporate life?
· The assumption here is that all Christians are called as disciples to ongoing transformation as disciples, and GOCN writings sometimes use the metaphor of “continuing conversion”
 to speak of this process.

· Note that the question is framed in terms of personal AND corporate life. My observation is that most evangelical preaching aims at applications that are private or individual, rather than corporate.

· A key assumption here is that the church itself needs to be converted to the gospel – not just non-churchgoers – to become a Gospel-centred community. 
D. MISSION: How does this text send us and equip our witness?
· Assumes that the Bible is a text designed for the purpose of forming communities for mission, and assumes that God is a missionary God who calls and empowers a people to himself so that they would be his witnesses.

· Assumes that the Gospel sends us, as individuals and communities, to be witnesses in word and deed – and that to be equipped for this task we need to be transformed by the Gospel (cf. Eph. 4).
E. FUTURE: How does this text orient us to the coming reign of God?
· Assumes that central to God’s mission is the establishment of his Kingdom, a righteous rule that establishes reconciliation, justice and peace. The Kingdom is already underway but not yet consummated.

· Assumes that God’s people are already participants in the distinctive ways of the Kingdom, and will become partakers of its full expression in God’s time.

· This question deliberately opens up the eschatological horizon of Scripture, and helps us to see texts about the fulfillment of God’s purposes.

� This discussion is best seen in Darrell L. Guder, The Continuing Conversion of the Church, Grand Rapids: m. B Eerdman Publishing Co. 2000.
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