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“The mission of Tyndale Seminary is to provide Christ-centred graduate theological education
for leaders in the church and society whose lives are marked by intellectual maturity, spiritual
vigour and moral integrity, and whose witness will faithfully engage culture with the Gospel.”

Course DEUTERONOMY
OLDT 0624
Date and Time JUNE 6 -10, 2022

MONDAY — FRIDAY 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
SYNCHRONOUS ONLINE

Instructor MARK FRANCOIS, Ph.D.
Email: mfrancois@tyndale.ca

Class Information The classes will be livestreamed Monday to Friday from 9:00 AM — 4:00
PM.

Office Hours: You may contact me through email to arrange a time to
connect online.

Course Material Access course material at classes.tyndale.ca or other services at
Tyndale One.

Course emails will be sent to your @MyTyndale.ca e-mail account only.
Learn how to access and forward emails to your personal account.

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION

Provides an in-depth overview of the key topics, themes, and theological emphases of the book
of Deuteronomy. Emphasis will be placed on the importance of interpreting individual passages
in light of the narrative setting of Deuteronomy, the genre of the individual passage, and
relevant background material from both the Old Testament and the Ancient Near East. The
overarching goal, however, will be to see how Deuteronomy was shaped to function as
Scripture for its early readers and to see how it can function relevantly as Christian Scripture for
the church today.

Recommended: Biblical Interpretation (BIBL 0501)
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Il. LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the end of the course, students will be able to:

10.

analyze individual passages from the book of Deuteronomy and explain what
significance these passages might have for Christians today.

describe the various views offered by critical scholarship about the date and authorship
of the book of Deuteronomy.

examine the book of Deuteronomy within the overall storyline of both the Old
Testament and the Bible as a whole.

provide definitions for key terms used in the academic study of the book of
Deuteronomy as well as key terms used within the book of Deuteronomy itself.

explain the importance of Ancient Near Eastern background material for understanding
individual passages in the book of Deuteronomy.

analyze and evaluate laws from the book of Deuteronomy.

analyze and evaluate morally problematic passages in the book of Deuteronomy.
explain the significance of Deuteronomy for interpreting later books in the Old
Testament.

identify specific ways that the book of Deuteronomy can be helpful for Christians today
in their own spiritual and moral formation.

explain how the book of Deuteronomy can help Christians today effectively engage our
culture with the message of the Gospel.

1Il. COURSE REQUIREMENTS

A. REQUIRED READING

Cook, Stephen L. Reading Deuteronomy: A Literary and Theological Commentary. Macon,

GA: Smyth & Helwys, 2015. [ISBN —978-1-57312-757-8]

Miller, Patrick D. Deuteronomy: Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and

Preaching. Louisville, KY: John Knox Press, 1990. [ISBN —978-0664238605]

B. SUPPLEMENTARY / RECOMMENDED READING AND TOOLS

Block, Daniel I. The NIV Application Commentary: Deuteronomy. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,

2012. [ISBN —978-0-310-21048-1]

Tigay, Jeffrey H. Deuteronomy [=Devarim]: The Traditional Hebrew Text with the New JPS

Translation and Commentary. Jewish Publication Society Torah Commentary.
Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 1996. [ISBN —978-0-8276-0330-1]
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Westbrook, Raymond and Bruce Wells. Everyday Law in Biblical Israel: An Introduction.
Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2009. [ISBN — 978-0-664-23497-3]

Tyndale recommends www.stepbible.org — a free and reputable online resource developed by
Tyndale House (Cambridge, England) — for word searches of original-language texts, as well as
for topical searches, interlinear texts, dictionaries, etc. Refer to the library for other online
resources for Biblical Studies.

C. INTERACTIVE LIVESTREAM AND/OR HYBRID COURSE REQUIREMENTS

e Livestream attendance at announced times

e Headphones (preferred), built-in microphone, and web-camera

e Well-lit and quiet room

e Stable high-speed internet connection, preferably using an Ethernet cable over Wi-Fi

D. GUIDELINES FOR INTERACTIONS

Tyndale University prides itself in being a trans-denominational community. We anticipate our
students to have varied viewpoints which will enrich the discussions in our learning community.
Therefore, we ask our students to be charitable and respectful in their interactions with each
other, and to remain focused on the topic of discussion, out of respect to others who have
committed to being a part of this learning community. Please refer to “Guidelines for
Interactions” on your course resource page at classes.tyndale.ca.

E. ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING

The following written assignments will help foster the skills of critical analysis and exegesis, the
ability to evaluate various approaches and perspectives taken to Deuteronomy, and deepen the
student’s understanding of the overall message of the book of Deuteronomy.

1. Glossary and Deuteronomy Reading: Students will be required to complete a glossary of
forty key terms that are used in the academic study of Deuteronomy and in Deuteronomy itself.
A blank glossary sheet with the terms that need to be defined will be available on the Moodle
course page before the course begins. Definitions should be given based on material presented
during classroom instruction and/or material from the textbooks. No citations are required for
definitions taken from material presented during classroom instruction, though the definitions
should be given in your own words as much as possible. Students will also be required to read
the entire book of Deuteronomy. At the end of your glossary assignment there will be a place
to indicate whether or not you have read the book Deuteronomy in its entirety while enrolled
in the course.
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Due date: Friday, June 17, 2022 (5%)

2. Interactive Reading Assignment: Students will be required to read both textbooks in their
entirety and answer questions based on both textbooks. The purpose of this assignment is to
help students (a) actively engage with the material they are reading so that the material can be
better absorbed and (b) give them a broad understanding of the key topics, themes, and
theological emphases of the book of Deuteronomy. Answers cannot simply be a word-for-
word repetition of the material found in the books. Citations in the form of footnotes are only
necessary when (a) quoting from other books, (b) paraphrasing other books, or (c) citing
authorities for your statements from other books. However, the assignment may be completed
without making reference to other books. Answers must be given in full sentences and
paragraphs and should be free from grammatical and spelling errors. Answers should be
double spaced and written with a 12-point font. The total word count for your assignment,
minus the word count for the questions themselves, should be between 4200 and 5250 words
(12-15 pages). The assignment will be graded based on the level of understanding of the
material reflected in the student’s answers and, when applicable, the level/quality of
engagement with the material. At the end of the assignment there will be a place to indicate
what percentage of each book you have read. It is recommended that students create a
reading plan that requires them to cover a set number of pages per day in order to make the
reading manageable. The questions for each book will be available on the Moodle course page
before the course begins.

Due date: Friday, July 15, 2022 (worth 45% of the final grade).

3. Research Paper: Students will write a research paper on a topic approved by the instructor
(12-15 pages double-spaced, 4200-5250 words including footnotes but not including the
bibliography). The purpose of this assignment is to help students (a) gain an in-depth
knowledge of a particular subject within the book of Deuteronomy, (b) gain experience
interacting with critical scholarship on the book of Deuteronomy, (c) develop their research
skills in the field of biblical studies, (d) sharpen both their analytic and writing skills as they put
their ideas into writing, and (e) understand the significance of their chosen topic for engaging
our culture with both the message and implications of the Gospel. The paper needs to include
footnotes and a bibliography with a minimum of ten academic sources including at least three
journal articles. Instructions for writing the research paper as well as suggested topics for the
paper will be given in class and will also be available on the Moodle course page before the
course begins. Students may also propose a topic not included on the list.

Due date: Friday, August 5, 2022 (worth 50% of the final grade).
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F. EQUITY OF ACCESS

Students with permanent or temporary disabilities who need academic accommodations must
contact the Accessibility Services at the Centre for Academic Excellence to register and discuss

their specific needs. New students must self-identify and register with the Accessibility Office at
the beginning of the semester or as early as possible to access appropriate services. Current
students must renew their plans as early as possible to have active accommodations in place.

G. SUMMARY OF ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING

Evaluation is based upon the completion of the following assignments:

Glossary and Deuteronomy Reading 5%
Interactive Reading 45 %
Research Paper 50 %
Total Grade 100 %

H. GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN WORK

1. Your work should demonstrate the following characteristics:

Accuracy (a fair and accurate presentation of scholarly judgment on the issues) — Is what
| say correct? Is it valid? Have | understood the topic or question?

Critical Analysis — Have | understood the main issues? Have | done sufficient research on
the topic? Does my paper show critical reflection, interaction and dialogue with the
biblical text and with authors writing on the subject?

Organization — Does my paper follow a clear outline? Does my paper have a thesis
statement? Is there a clear progression and development of an idea or an argument in
the paper? Does my argument have a meaningful order?

Clarity — Does what | say make sense? Will others clearly understand what | am seeking
to express?

Good Grammar and Writing — Is my paper clean of spelling mistakes? Is the text
punctuated correctly? Does the sentence structure consistently adhere to basic rules of
good grammar? Do | use inclusive language?

Well Documented (thorough) — Is my work complete? Does my bibliography reflect
sufficient research? Have | fully and accurately documented where | have relied upon
the work of others? Have | provided complete information about my research sources?
Will others be able to locate these sources on the strength of my documentation? Do
my footnotes and bibliography follow the proper citation style required?
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2. Matters of Style

You should submit written work in a style consistent with either the model outlined in The SBL
Handbook of Style: For Ancient Near Eastern, Biblical, and Early Christian Studies (P. H.
Alexander, et al, eds. Peabody: Hendrickson, 1999; 2nd ed. Atlanta: SBL Press, 2014) or the
Chicago Manual of Style Online. (Footnotes are preferred). For proper citation style, consult the
tip sheet, “Documenting Chicago Style” (Tyndale e-resource) or the full edition of the Chicago
Manual of Style Online, especially ch. 14. For citing scripture texts, refer to sections 10.44 to
10.48 and 14.238 to 14.241 from the Chicago Manual of Style or reference the tip sheet, “How
to Cite Sources in Theology”.

Written work ought to be free of spelling mistakes, punctuated correctly, and adhere to basic
rules of grammar. It is expected that written work will be submitted in a clear, straightforward
style of academic prose (cf. the guidelines in Strunk and White, Elements of Style). Written work
ought to betray clear organization, argument and coherent thought. The use of inclusive
language is expected.

The title page for all written work ought to include the following: The title of the paper, name
of the course, name of the professor, date of submission, and your name.

Students are encouraged to consult Writing Services. Citation and other tip sheets.

Students should also consult the current Academic Calendar for academic polices on Academic
Honesty, Gender Inclusive Language in Written Assignments, Late Papers and Extensions,
Return of Assignments, and Grading System.

3. Research Ethics

All course-based assignments involving human participants requires ethical review and may
require approval by the Tyndale Research Ethics Board (REB). Check with the Seminary Dean’s
Office (aau@tyndale.ca) before proceeding.

4. Academic Integrity

Integrity in academic work is required of all our students. Academic dishonesty is any breach of
this integrity, and includes such practices as cheating (the use of unauthorized material on tests
and examinations), submitting the same work for different classes without permission of the
instructors; using false information (including false references to secondary sources) in an
assignment; improper or unacknowledged collaboration with other students, and plagiarism.
Tyndale University takes seriously its responsibility to uphold academic integrity, and to
penalize academic dishonesty.
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In all work, you are obliged to pay careful attention to matters of intellectual property, honesty
and integrity. Plagiarism is to be avoided at all costs and will not be tolerated in any form
whatsoever. Plagiarism, by definition, is the use of the work of another person without proper
acknowledgement. Examples of plagiarism include (but are not limited to) the following:
copying a sentence or part of a sentence from a book or article without using quotation marks
and citing the source; rephrasing another person’s words without giving credit for the idea that
you have borrowed by citing the source; copying the work of someone else and handing it in as
your own. It is assumed that each assignment required for this course will be written
independently. Please note that plagiarism in any form on any assignment will automatically
result in a grade of “F” for the assignment with no opportunity for resubmission.

5. Late Assignments

The assumption is, of course, that all written work will be submitted on and before the
corresponding due dates. Should this not occur, the following policy shall govern the evaluation
of your work. For every week late, the grade will be reduced by 5 %, a half a letter grade (i.e.
one week late: 82 % A- becomes 77 % B+; two weeks late, 82 % becomes 72 % B-, etc.). Please
note that the deduction is accumulated weekly, not daily, and so a student will receive the
same penalty whether the assignment is one or six days late.

Extensions will be considered only in cases such as a death in the family, the hospitalization of
yourself or a member of your immediate family, or an illness for which you require treatment
by a physician. Reference to heavy work load, other assignments, professional or ministry
obligations, or holidays do not constitute legitimate grounds for an extension.

Requests for extensions must be submitted in writing to the professor explaining the reason
why the extension is needed. Such requests need to be submitted prior to the due date.

6. Criteria for the Evaluation of Written Work

Your work will be evaluated on whether you answered the specific questions given and
whether you followed the general guidelines for submitting written work. For example, the
evaluation of your Interactive Reading Assignments will be based on whether you followed the
specific instructions given for the assignments.

7. Submission of Written Work
Students are required to retain a copy of all assignments (hard copy or electronic version). All

work must be sent to the instructor in PDF format at mfrancois@tyndale.ca. Assignments will
be returned to students by e-mail through their @MyTyndale.ca e-mail account.
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IV. COURSE EVALUATION

Tyndale Seminary values quality in the courses it offers its students. End-of-course evaluations
provide valuable student feedback and are one of the ways that Tyndale Seminary works
towards maintaining and improving the quality of courses and the student’s learning
experience. Student involvement in this process is critical to enhance the general quality of
teaching and learning.

Before the end of the course, students will receive a MyTyndale email with a link to the online
course evaluation. The link can also be found in the left column on the course page. The
evaluation period is 2 weeks; after the evaluation period has ended, it cannot be reopened.

Course Evaluation results will not be disclosed to the instructor before final grades in the course
have been submitted and processed. Student names will be kept confidential and the instructor

will only see the aggregated results of the class.

V. COURSE SCHEDULE, CONTENT AND REQUIRED READINGS

Session Outline (Subject to Minor Adjustments)

Day 1 | 1. Introduction to the Book of Deuteronomy
2. Some Critical Thinking: The Date and Authorship of Deuteronomy
3. The Difference That Obedience Makes
4. You Saw No Form: Israel and Idolatry
5. Words That Shook a Nation: The Ten Words and the Law Code of Deuteronomy
6. He Wants Everything: The Radical Requirements for a Real Relationship with God
Day 2 | 1. Some Practical Strategies for Producing Obedience and Devotion to God
2. Obstacles That Stand in the Way of Obedience
3. A Single Place for Sacrifice: The Problem of the Central Sanctuary
4. The Sentence for Sedition: Treason and Idolatry in Deuteronomy
5. Precepts for a People Who are Holy to the LorD
6. Providing for Those in Poverty: Tithes, Debt and Slavery
Day 3 | 1. Firstlings and Festivals: Celebrating in the Presence of the LorD
2. Judges, Trials, and Kings: Leadership and Justice in Israel
3. Levites, Soothsayers, and Prophets: Religious Leadership in Israel
4. Murder, Manslaughter, and Malicious Witnesses
5. Some Strange and Worrying Rules About War
6. Purging Guilt and Preventing Defilement
Day 4 | 1. Laws About Neighbors and Other Laws
2. The Consequences for Sinful Sexual Activity
3. Exclusion and Inclusion Among the People of God
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. Rules About Money and Marriage: Part 1

. Rules About Money and Marriage: Part 2

. My Ancestor Was a Wandering Aramean: The Conclusion to the Law Code

. Inscribing God’s Name: The Ceremonies on Mount Ebal and Gerizim

. Blessings and Curses: Treaty, Loyalty Oath, and Covenant

. Challenge and Commitment: The Covenant on the Plains of Moab

. Preparing for the Day That Moses is Gone

. Teaching that Drops Like Rain

. There is None Like God...or Moses: Blessings for the Tribes and the Death of Moses

Day 5

U, WN RO U B

V. SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

(Tyndale Library supports this course with e-journals, e-books, and the mail delivery of books
and circulating materials. See the Library FAQ page.)

Ackerman, Susan. “The Personal is Political: Covenantal and Affectionate Love ('AHEB, 'AHABA)
in the Hebrew Bible.” Vetus Testamentum 52 (2002): 437-58.

Arnold, Bill T. “The Love-Fear Antimony in Deuteronomy 5-11.” Vetus Testamentum 61 (2011):
551-69.

Barrett, Rob. “The Book of Deuteronomy.” Pages 145-176 in A Theological Introduction to the
Pentateuch: Interpreting the Torah as Christian Scripture. Edited by Richard S. Briggs
and Joel N. Lohr. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2012.

Beckman, Gary. Hittite Diplomatic Texts. 2nd ed. Society of Biblical Literature Writings from
the Ancient World 7. Atlanta, GA: Scholars Press, 1999.

Berman, Joshua. “Histories Twice Told: Deuteronomy 1-3 and the Hittite Treaty Prologue
Tradition.” Journal of Biblical Literature 132 (2013): 229-50.

. “CTH 133 and the Hittite Provenance of Deuteronomy 13.” Journal of Biblical Literature
130 (2011): 25-44.

Block, Daniel I. The NIV Application Commentary: Deuteronomy. Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
2012.

Christensen, Duane. Deuteronomy 1-21:9. Second Edition. Word Biblical Commentary 6a.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001.

. Deuteronomy 21:10-34:12. Word Biblical Commentary 6b. Nashville: Thomas Nelson,
2002.
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Cook, Stephen L. Reading Deuteronomy: A Literary and Theological Commentary. Macon, GA:
Smyth & Helwys, 2015.

Craigie, Peter. C. The Book of Deuteronomy. New International Commentary on the Old
Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1976.

Crouch, C. L. Israel & the Assyrians: Deuteronomy, the Succession Treaty of Esarhaddon, & the
Nature of Subversion. Atlanta: SBL Press, 2014.

Dion, Paul-Eugene “Deuteronomy 13: The Suppression of Alien Religious Propaganda in Israel
during the Late Monarchical Era.” Pages 147-216 in Law and Ideology in Monarchic
Israel. Journal for the Study of the Old Testament Supplement Series 124. Edited by
Baruch Halpern and Deborah Whitney Hobson. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press,
1991.

Driver, Samuel R. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Deuteronomy. 3d ed. International
Critical Commentary. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1895.

Edenburg, Cynthia. “Ideology and Social Context of the Deuteronomic Women’s Sex Laws
(Deuteronomy 22:13-29).” Journal of Biblical Literature 128 (2009): 43-60.

Foster, Paul. “Why Did Matthew Get the Shema Wrong? A Study of Matthew 22:37. Journal of
Biblical Literature 122 (2003): 309-33.

Frankena, R. “The Vassal-Treaties of Esarhaddon and the Dating of Deuteronomy.”
Oudtestamentische Studién 14 (1965): 122-54.

Holland, Drew S. “On the Commonalities of Deuteronomy 13 with Ancient Near Eastern
Treaties.” Journal for the Evangelical Study of the Old Testament 5 (2016-2017): 141-
166.

Kline, Meredith G. Treaty of the Great King: The Covenant Structure of Deuteronomy: Studies
and Commentary. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1963. Repr., Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock,
2012.

Knoppers, Gary N. “The Northern Context of the Law-Code in Deuteronomy.” Hebrew Bible and
Ancient Israel 2 (2015): 162-183.

Kratz, Reinhard G. “The Idea of Cultic Centralization and Its Supposed Ancient Near Eastern
Analogies.” Pages 121-37 in One God — One Cult — One Nation: Archaeological and
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Deuteronomy 13:1.” Journal of the American Oriental Society 130.3 (2010): 337-47.
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Siebeck, 2008. Repr., Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2011.
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Joshua Berman on Historical and Comparative Method.” Journal of Ancient Judaism 4
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. “Between the Covenant Code and Esarhaddon’s Succession Treaty: Deuteronomy 13
and the Composition of Deuteronomy.” Journal of Ancient Judaism 3 (2012): 123-140.

Liverani, Mario. “The Medes at Esarhaddon’s Court.” Journal of Cuneiform Studies 47 (1995):
57-62.

Lundbom, Jack R. Deuteronomy: A Commentary. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2013.

MacDonald, Nathan. “The Date of the Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4-5).” Journal of Biblical
Literature 136 (2017): 765-782.

. “Issues in the Dating of Deuteronomy: A Response to Juha Pakkala.” Zeitschrift fiir die
alttestamentlische Wissenshaft 122 (2010): 431-5.

Malul, Meir. The Comparative Method in Ancient Near Eastern and Biblical Legal Studies. Alter
Orient und Altes Testament 227. Neukirchen-Vlyun: Neukirchener Verlag, 1990.

Mayes, A. D. H. Deuteronomy. New Century Bible. London: Marshall, Morgan & Scott, 1979.
McCarthy, Dennis J. Treaty and Covenant: A Study in Form in the Ancient Oriental Documents
and in the Old Testament. Revised Edition. AnBib 21a; Rome: Biblical Institute Press,

1978.

. “Notes on the Love of God in Deuteronomy and the Father-Son Relationship Between
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2002.

McKay, J. W. “Man’s Love for God in Deuteronomy and the Father/Teacher — Son/Pupil
Relationship,” Vetus Testamentum 22 (1972): 426-35.

)

Moran, William L. “The Ancient Near Eastern Background of the Love of God in Deuteronomy,’
Catholic Biblical Quarterly 25 (1963): 77-87.

Morrow, William S. “The Paradox of Deuteronomy 13: A Post-Colonial Reading.” Pages 227-39
in »Gerechtigkeit und Recht zu iiben« (Gen. 18:19): Studien zur altorientalischen und
biblischen Rechtsgeschichte, zur Religionsgeschichte Israels und zur Religionssoziologie.
Festschrift fiir Eckart Otto zum 65. Geburtstag. Edited by Reinhard. Achenbach and
Martin Arneth. Beihefte zur Zeitschrift fur altorientalische und biblische
Rechtsgeschichte 13. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2009.

. “Cuneiform Literacy and Deuteronomic Composition.” Bibliotheca Orientalis 62 (2005):
204-13.

Nelson, Richard D. Deuteronomy: A Commentary. Old Testament Library. Louisville:
Westminster John Knox, 2002.

Nicholson, Ernest. “»Do Not Dare to Set a Foreigner Over You« The King in Deuteronomy and
»The Great King«.” Zeitschrift fiir die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft 118 (2006): 46-61.

. God and His People: Covenant and Theology in the Old Testament. Oxford: Clarendon,
1986.

. “The Centralization of the Cult in Deuteronomy.” Vetus Testamentum 13 (1963): 380-
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Olson, Dennis T. Deuteronomy and the Death of Moses: A Theological Reading. OBT.
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Otto, Eckart. “Political Theology in Judah and Assyria: The Beginning of the Hebrew Bible as

Pakkala, Juha. “The Dating of Deuteronomy: A Response to Nathan MacDonald.” Zeitschrift fiir
die alttestamentlische Wissenshaft 123 (2011): 431-6.

. “The Date of the Oldest Edition of Deuteronomy,” Zeitschrift fiir die alttestamentlische
Wissenshaft 121 (2009): 388-401.
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