4 TYNDALE TYNDALE SEMINARY

UNIVERSITY COURSE SYLLABUS

“The mission of Tyndale Seminary is to provide Christ-centred graduate theological education
for leaders in the church and society whose lives are marked by intellectual maturity, spiritual
vigour and moral integrity, and whose witness will faithfully engage culture with the Gospel.”

Semester, Year FALL, 2026

Course Title OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGY AND HISTORY EE 412 Ky JfZ o
Course Code OLDT CMO02 XS
Date From September 17, 2026 to December 10, 2026
Every Thursday
Time From 18:45 to 21:35

Delivery Format | SYNCHRONOUS ONLINE

Class information | The classes will be LIVESTREAMED on Thursday

Instructor EDWARD HO, Ph.D.
Email: eho@tyndale.ca

Office Hours By appointment only.

Course Materials | Access course material at classes.tyndale.ca or other services at Tyndale
One.
Course emails will be sent to your @MyTyndale.ca e-mail account only.

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is designed to provide the student with a general introduction to the historical,
sociological and religious world in which the Old Testament was produced. It also discusses the
discipline of Old Testament theology and major theological themes of the Old Testament.
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Il. LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the end of the course, students will be able to:
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1. Explain the maijor historical events, people, and periods that shaped the history of
Israel as presented in the Old Testament.
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2. Describe the structure, contents, and theological themes of the three major canonical
divisions of the Old Testament: the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings.

MBS = R IE Sy ——0AS - eflE REF—H4ERE - WA R T -
3. Analyze key issues, approaches, and methodologies in the discipline of Old
Testament theology.

ST SRR TP EE A ~ WA BT ARR
4. Interpret Old Testament texts using appropriate historical, literary, theological, and
canonical methods of exegesis.
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5. Evaluate the theological message of individual Old Testament books and their
contribution to the overall witness of Scripture.
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6. Articulate the significance of Old Testament theology for understanding the New
Testament and the Christian faith.
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7. Apply the teachings and theological themes of the Old Testament to contemporary
Christian life, ministry, and the mission of the Church.
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8. Demonstrate increased confidence in reading, interpreting, and teaching the Old
Testament within academic and ministry contexts.
Tt FE A g Bty - IR « R M EBCEELNIRE I E L0 -

1Il. COURSE REQUIREMENTS

A. REQUIRED READING

Bruce K. Waltke, with Charles Yu. Old Testament Theology: an Exegetical, Canonical,
and Thematic Approach. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Academic, 2004.

(e FERAL - AviEs - EMASLME (B ™) - &8 - RigFE# > 2013 - )

B. SUPPLEMENTARY / RECOMMENDED READING AND TOOLS

BRM o (FAREEERR) - B4 © Btk > 2010

Tyndale recommends STEPBible — a free and reputable online resource developed by Tyndale
House (Cambridge, England) — for word searches of original-language texts, as well as for
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topical searches, interlinear texts, dictionaries, etc. Refer to the library for other online
resources for Biblical Studies.

C. ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING

1. Research Paper: The Central Theme of the Pentateuch (Due November 5) — 30%
BFFEER S EEPY AR L - (11 H 5 HEES) — 30%

This paper is designed to identify, argue for, and explain what you believe to be the
central theological theme of the Pentateuch (Genesis through Deuteronomy). While
scholars have proposed various themes to account for the theological unity of the
Pentateuch, you are required to formulate and defend a thesis that demonstrates which
theme best explains the overall message and structure of the Pentateuch.
KREEEYER - smet R R E S A4S (AMHEC R Hanst) AL 2 ERE - BEAR
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The paper must include:
BRI

1. A clear and focused thesis statement identifying the central theme of the
Pentateuch and explaining why this theme should be regarded as its theological
center.
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2. Careful exegetical analysis of relevant Pentateuchal texts. Your argument should
be grounded primarily in the biblical text and demonstrate how the proposed
theme runs through and develops across Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,
and Deuteronomy.
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3. Discussion of the major content of each book of the Pentateuch and an
explanation of how each book contributes to the development of the proposed
central theme.
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4. Interaction with course materials, including lectures and the textbook.
BERIEMEHEST A8 - EfERE SR NE RAEESH -

5. Critical engagement with scholarly literature, including at least eight academic
sources beyond the course textbook. Appropriate sources include scholarly
monographs, peer-reviewed journal articles, and major commentaries. Students
should demonstrate awareness of alternative proposals regarding the theological
center of the Pentateuch and explain why their thesis provides the most

Tyndale Seminary | 3



https://www.tyndale.ca/seminary
http://libguides.tyndale.ca/biblical
http://libguides.tyndale.ca/biblical

convincing interpretation of the evidence.
HEAIPES (58 FHEE AT OB - BFEERA LIS 2/ 0 TR - & IV E R R E
& FEEEEIHTCED R EEFREE - 2o R AR LR 2R
[EIERGATEES  0ER A AT B CHYERmRE A RS N (SRR AR AH REES 1% -

6. Theological synthesis demonstrating how the proposed theme contributes to an
understanding of the unity, message, and theological significance of the

Pentateuch.
HETTHHERLT S > BRBARTT H Y A0 E B B AR EE VG AL A HY4 — M ~ (8 B R Hof
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7. Proper academic formatting, including footnotes and a bibliography.

PRI ERSE s AR S EH -

Length: Approximately 3,000 words (excluding footnotes and bibliography)
FH 493,000 F (FEEMEERSEEH)

This assignment is related to all Learning Outcomes.

AN SRR B2 E B RARR -

2. Student-Led Lecture (November 19) — 30%
BEFHEZE (1MA19H) —30%

Each student will prepare and deliver a 30—45 minute lecture on an Old Testament book
or a topic related to the Old Testament that is not covered in the instructor's lectures.
The topic or biblical book will be selected by the student and must receive prior approval
from the instructor. Possible topics may include an Old Testament book not discussed

in class, a major theological theme, an important historical issue, a literary feature, an
archaeological topic, an aspect of Israelite religion, or another topic relevant to Old
Testament studies. The lecture should demonstrate careful research, engagement with
relevant scholarly literature, and interaction with the biblical text. Students are expected
to present information in a clear, organized, and engaging manner suitable for an
academic audience. Visual aids such as PowerPoint presentations are encouraged.
Students are required to submit a presentation outline and bibliography on the day of
their presentation. The bibliography should include at least five academic sources
beyond the course textbook. The presentation will be evaluated on the quality of
research, engagement with Scripture and scholarly literature, depth of analysis,
organization, clarity of presentation, effective communication, and ability to answer
questions and facilitate discussion.
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This assignment is related to Learning Outcomes 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8.

AAEEHERIZ R 134567 8-

3. Reading Assignments (Due December 10) — 10%
FRIEH# (12 5 10 BE3R) —10%

Students are required to read the following biblical books: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, Ezra,
and Nehemiah. In addition, students are required to read the entire assigned textbook,
Bruce K. Waltke, Old Testament Theology. Students must submit a reading log
indicating the portions read and the dates on which the readings were completed.
Submission of the reading log constitutes the student's affirmation that all assigned
readings have been completed.
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This assignment is related to all Learning Outcomes.

ASESEEAFT A B E R AR -

4. Reading Reflections (Due December 10) — 30%
FIENE (12 5 10 B ) — 30%

Part A: Reflection on the Historical Books (Approximately 1,600 words)
From your reading of Joshua, Judges, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, Ezra, and
Nehemiah, select eight biblical passages, one from each book, that you encountered in
a new or significant way, and write a reflection of approximately 200 words on each
passage. In each reflection, identify the passage you selected, explain the insight,
theme, or aspect of the text that particularly struck you, discuss why you found it
significant, and describe how it deepened, challenged, or reshaped your understanding
of the Old Testament.

—H#hoy - FESREE (491,600 5)
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Part B: Reflection on Waltke's Old Testament Theology (Approximately 1,400 words)
Write a critical reflection on Waltke's Old Testament Theology by selecting two chapters
for detailed discussion. Explain the primary arguments and theological contributions of
each chapter, identify the insights you found particularly helpful, challenging, or thought-
provoking, and discuss the ways in which the author's arguments deepened or
reshaped your understanding of the Old Testament. You should also evaluate any
aspects of the author's approach that you found unconvincing or problematic and
explain the reasons for your assessment. After discussing the two chapters, evaluate
the textbook as a whole by considering its major strengths and weaknesses, the
effectiveness of Waltke's approach to Old Testament theology, the most significant
insights you gained from the book, and the ways in which it has influenced your
understanding of the theology and message of the Old Testament. You may also
discuss topics or perspectives that you believe deserved fuller treatment. Support your
discussion with specific references to the textbook, including page numbers where
appropriate.

FHEy  FERERY (LU ) RS (491,400 %)

AL ALY (AU ) B —RALHIMEREER . IR T EIER AGT R - 5550
HA & FE Y £ S 5m R S AR R - fe IR B R R A B B - EA PREMEES (3R A
B Wi am {E Y Em A A b S R T S SV ER i - [EIF - SRS TER T A A
TTae Ryiih Z i ISP AE R 2 i > WERIIRAVEE © FESTaRoc BN SRR © SRR
MR B AGETAL - R E E BB REBLIEE, SR A TELHEN RN ITAE S AR~ IR
A EENREERR - DUCAZ A E R B LT HEEEYE TAVERAE - (R A DAETEm
UPREL T RE B RE A F R (E S e o VERET » 355 | B Y BRSNS S IRAYER AL - M0AE
BEF N ED -

Total Length: Approximately 3,000 words.
WA 493,000 5 ¢

This assignment is related to all Learning Outcomes.
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D. SUMMARY OF ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING

Research Paper ff52 550 | 30% |
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Student-Led Lecture E4: -2 & 30%
Reading Assignments F:E{FE 10%
Reading Reflections FzE < & 30%
TOTAL GRADE %&4y 100%

IV. COURSE SCHEDULE, CONTENT AND REQUIRED READINGS
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V. SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Arnold, Bill T. and Bryan Beyer. Encountering the Old Testament: A Christian Survey.
3rd ed. Encountering Biblical Studies. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2018.
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Brueggemann, Walter, and Tod Linafelt. An Introduction to the Old Testament: The
Canon and Christian Imagination. 3rd ed. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2020.

EFSE - FFT8RsE - MBS, « IRHEBEVE B G - B - KiE > 2012 -

Collins, John J. A Short Introduction to the Hebrew Bible. 3rd ed. Minneapolis: Fortress,
2018.

Fal R - (55T - o HoREEAE S - /A © HE > 2013 -

La Sor, William Sanford, David Allan Hubbard, Frederic William Bush, and Leslie C
Allen. Old Testament Survey: The Message, Form, and Background of the Old
Testament. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids: W.B. Eerdmans, 1996.

FESE ~ BMERF ~ BEETE o I~ 250 BEEE - MREEIARE - IR
SRR EAR & - & TRk - 2006 -

R - (REKE-SMEEEE) - B KiE 0 2019 -

Longman, Tremper Ill, and Raymond B. Dillard. An Introduction to the Old Testament.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009.

IKRIPE R B - BRI - 21 A0 B4y - #rdl © RCE ikt > 2012 -

Lucas, Ernest. Exploring the Old Testament, Volume 3: A Guide to the Psalms &
Wisdom Literature Exploring the Bible Series Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2003.

BRI - O - (EECEBE « Rl EoR) - CEREAS - B
KIE > 2010

McConville, J. Gordon. Exploring the Old Testament, Volume 4: A Guide to the
Prophets. Exploring the Bible Series. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2002.

FERUERE - OoRMiaE - (ERQUSCEEME  JeRIE) - BRKRS - /8 - K>
2008 -

Provan, lain William, V. Philips Long, and Tremper Longman. A Biblical History of Israel.
Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2003.

LR~ B~ BISCE - BURESEE - (BREElladis) - & KiEEH > 2010 -

Satterthwaite, P. E., and J. Gordon McConville. Exploring the Old Testament, Volume 2:
A Guide to the Historical Books. Exploring the Bible Series. Downers Grove: VP
Academic, 2007.
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Wenham, Gordon J. Exploring the Old Testament, Volume 1: A Guide to the
Pentateuch. Exploring the Bible Series. Downers Grove: IVP Academic, 2003.
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2008 -
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VI. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL COURSES

A. EQUITY OF ACCESS

Students with permanent or temporary disabilities who need academic accommodations must
contact the Accessibility Services at the Centre for Academic Excellence to register and discuss
their specific needs. New students must self-identify and register with the Accessibility Office at
the beginning of the semester or as early as possible to access appropriate services. Current
students must renew their plans as early as possible to have active accommodations in place.

B. REQUIREMENTS FOR LIVESTREAM INTERACTION (SYNCHRONOUS ONLINE COURSE ONLY)

e Livestream attendance for the entire duration of the class at announced times
e Headphones (preferred), built-in microphone, and web-camera
e Well-lit and quiet room
e Stable high-speed internet connection, preferably using an Ethernet cable over Wi-Fi
e Full name displayed on Zoom and Microsoft Teams for attendance purposes*
e A commitment to having the camera on to foster community building*
*exceptions with permission from professor

C. GUIDELINES FOR INTERACTIONS

Tyndale University prides itself in being a trans-denominational community. We anticipate our
students to have varied viewpoints which will enrich the discussions in our learning community.
Therefore, we ask our students to be charitable and respectful in their interactions with each
other, and to remain focused on the topic of discussion, out of respect to others who have
committed to being a part of this learning community. Please refer to “Guidelines for
Interactions” on your course resource page at classes.tyndale.ca.

D. GUIDELINES FOR THE SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN WORK

Grading Rubric
Please consult the rubric provided for each assignment on your course resource page at
classes.tyndale.ca.

Academic Integrity

Integrity in academic work is required of all our students. Academic dishonesty is any breach of
this integrity and includes such practices as cheating (the use of unauthorized material on tests
and examinations), submitting the same work for different classes without permission of the
instructors; using false information (including false references to secondary sources) in an
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assignment; improper or unacknowledged collaboration with other students, and plagiarism
(including improper use of artificial intelligence programs). Tyndale University takes seriously its
responsibility to uphold academic integrity, and to penalize academic dishonesty. Please refer
to the Academic Integrity website for further details. Students must review the policies and
procedures regarding Artificial Intelligence (Al) outlined in Academic Calendar and consult
guidance from their course instructors.

For proper citation style, consult Citation Guides for different styles. Students are encouraged
to consult Writing Services.

Students should also consult the current Academic Calendar for polices and expectations on
Attendance and Classroom Expectations, Academic Honesty, Gender Inclusive Language in
Written Assignments, Late Papers and Extensions, Return of Assignments, and Grading System.

Turnitin Text-Matching Software

Tyndale has a subscription to Turnitin, a text-matching software that ensures the originality of
academic writing and verifies the proper citation of all sources. The instructor for this course
will use Turnitin for assignments submitted through your course resource page at
classes.tyndale.ca. Upon submission, you will receive a summary that includes your submitted
files along with a similarity report generated by Turnitin. Please be aware that Turnitin can also
detect Al-generated content from tools like Grammarly, so students should be mindful of when
using such software. It’s advisable to confirm with your instructor before using any Al tools into
your assignments. Below are some useful resources:

e Student Guides for Turnitin via classes.tyndale.ca course resource page
e Interpreting Similarity (Guide, Video, Spectrum)

Research Ethics

All course-based assignments involving human participants requires ethical review and may
require approval by the Tyndale Research Ethics Board (REB). Check with the Seminary Dean’s
Office (seminaryoffice@tyndale.ca) before proceeding.

Late Papers and Extensions Policy

All papers and course assignments must be submitted by the due dates indicated in the course
syllabus. Unless the instructor already has a policy on grading late papers in the course syllabus,
grades for papers submitted late without an approved extension will be lowered at the rate of
two-thirds of a grade per week or part thereof (e.g., from “A+” to “A-,” from “B” to “C+”).
Please note that some programs, such as cohort-based or intensive courses, may follow a
different policy due to the nature of the program.

Faculty may not grant an extension beyond the last day of exams for the semester. Requests
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for extensions beyond this date must be addressed in writing to the Registrar by filling out the
Extension Request Form. The application will be considered only in cases such as a death in the
family, medical emergency, hospitalization of oneself or immediate family member or
prolonged illness requiring treatment by a physician. Factors such as assignments for other
courses, holidays, and technology-related difficulties are

insufficient grounds for requesting an extension.

IIIII

A temporary grade of incomplete (“1”) may be granted by the Registrar. Once an extension is
granted, it is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor and make satisfactory
arrangements to complete the outstanding work. A grade of “F” will be recorded for students
who do not complete the outstanding work by the deadline.

E. COURSE EVALUATION

Tyndale Seminary values quality in the courses it offers its students. End-of-course evaluations
provide valuable student feedback and are one of the ways that Tyndale Seminary works
towards maintaining and improving the quality of courses and the student’s learning
experience. Student involvement in this process is critical to enhance the general quality of
teaching and learning.

Before the end of the course, students will receive a MyTyndale email with a link to the online
course evaluation. The link can also be found in the left column on the course page. The
evaluation period is 2 weeks; after the evaluation period has ended, it cannot be reopened.

Course Evaluation results will not be disclosed to the instructor before final grades in the course

have been submitted and processed. Student names will be kept confidential, and the
instructor will only see the aggregated results of the class.

F. LIBRARY RESOURCES

Tyndale Library supports courses with e-journals, e-books, and the mail delivery of books and
circulating materials. See the Library FAQ page.

G. GRADING SYSTEM & SCALE

For each course’s grading rubric, please refer to your course syllabus or classes.tyndale.ca. For
general grading guidelines, refer to Seminary Grading System & Scale.
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