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Applicable Legislation/Standard 

Occupational Health and Safety Act (OHSA), R.S.O. 1990 

Ontario Regulation 632/05, Regulation for Confined Spaces 

Ontario Regulation 628/05, Regulation for Construction Projects 

 

Intent & Scope 

It is Tyndale University College and Seminary’s (Tyndale) responsibility as an employer to 

develop, implement and maintain a written program to ensure compliance with the 

applicable legislation and standards to prevent unauthorized entry into confined spaces; and 

to protect the health and safety of those who must enter confined spaces on Tyndale’s 

property. 

 

Wherever possible, entry into confined spaces will be avoided by either “engineering out” 

the need for entry, moving equipment out of these spaces, or other means to eliminate the 

need for a worker to enter the space. This program applies to all employees, contractors, 

students, and guests, and is expected to compose primarily of the Facilities personnel. 

 

Definitions 

Acceptable atmospheric levels: (a) the atmospheric concentration of any explosive or 

flammable gas or vapour is less than, 

(i) 25 % of its lower explosive limit, if the worker is performing only inspection work 

    that does not produce a source of ignition, 

(ii) 10 % of its lower explosive limit, if the worker is performing only cold work and, 

(iii) 5 % of its lower explosive limit, if the worker is performing hot work and is 

      following appropriate procedures, 

(b) the oxygen content of the atmosphere is at least 19.5 % but not more than 23 % by 

volume, and 

(c) the exposure to atmospheric contaminants does not exceed any applicable level set out 

in a regulation made under the Act “adequate. 

 



Assessment: an assessment of hazards with respect to one or more confined spaces. 

 

Atmospheric hazards: (a) the accumulation of flammable, combustible or explosive agents, 

(b) an oxygen content in the atmosphere that is less than 19.5 % or more than 23 % 

by volume, or 

(c) the accumulation of atmospheric contaminants, including gases, vapours, fumes, dusts 

or mists, that could, 

 (i) result in acute health effects that pose an immediate threat to life, or 

(ii) interfere with a person’s ability to escape unaided from a confined space; 

Confined space: a fully or partially enclosed space, (a) that is not both designed and 

constructed for continuous human occupancy, and (b) in which atmospheric hazards may 

occur because of its construction, location or contents or because of work that is done in it. 

 

Continuous human occupancy: a space that has been designed and constructed in 

accordance with recognized codes and standards that contain provisions for structural 

adequacy, access and egress, ventilation and lighting such that a human could occupy that 

space. 

 

Contractor: a company or person employed by a company that has been hired to perform 

work for Tyndale. 

 

Entry permit: a document that identifies and communicates to the workers the work to be 

done, the hazards involved, and the precautions to be taken. 

 

Hazard assessment: a process used to identify all possible hazards present in, or that could 

develop in a confined space. 

 

Isolation of energy and control of materials movement: using adequate methods and 

procedures to ensure that each worker entering a confined or restricted space is protected 

against (a) the release of hazardous substances into the space (b) contact with electrical 

energy and (c) contact with moving parts of equipment. 

 

Purging: removing contaminants from inside a confined space by displacement with air to 

achieve acceptable levels. 

 

Restricted space: a fully or partially enclosed space, (a) that is not both designed and 

constructed for continuous human occupancy, but (b) in which atmospheric hazards are not 

present nor likely to occur. 

 

Ventilation: the continuous provision of fresh air into the confined space by mechanical 

means to maintain acceptable atmospheric levels. It may also help to control temperature, 

humidity or odours. 

 

Confined Space Policy 

As per Ontario Regulation 632/05, s. 5 (1), and after careful review of Tyndale’s facility it 

has been determined that all spaces that could be deemed Confined Spaces can be classed 

as Restricted Spaces due to the ability to engineer out the need for access and/or eliminate 

any possible atmospheric hazard. 

 

Should it be found during an assessment that the work to be performed in a Restricted 

Space could present an atmospheric hazard the space will be deemed a Confined Space.  

Such work will then be contracted out to an approved contractor. No Tyndale personnel 

shall be permitted to enter a Confined Space at any time. It is expected that this 



contractor will follow all Provincial and Federal legislation regarding Confined Spaces, as well 

as Tyndale’s Constructor/Contractor Policy. 

 

Restricted Space Policy 

Supervisors shall: 

(1) Ensure that all Restricted Spaces are identified, signed and included in the 

Confined/Restricted Space Inventory; 

(2) Control access to and authorize work in these spaces; 

(3) Provide specific entry, work and emergency procedures for these spaces; 

(4) Ensure that workers are aware of and follow these procedures. 

 

Workers shall: 

(1) Work in accordance with the entry, work and emergency procedures for the Restricted 

Spaces in which they perform work. 

 

When working in restricted spaces the following items must be included in the procedures 

for entry and work in Restricted Spaces: 

(1)  Access to the space must be controlled and only authorized individuals who will work in 

accordance with entry, work and emergency procedures for that Restricted Space, shall be 

permitted access. 

 

(2) Entry and work in a Restricted Space must be performed using the "buddy" system 

where at least one other person is present and in contact with the person in the space; a 

reliable means of communication must be available must be tested prior to the 

commencement of work. 

 

(4) Depending on the nature of the work and/or the Restricted Space, appropriate 

protective equipment must be provided and used. 

 

(5) All sources of energy in and related to the Restricted Space must be properly controlled 

and locked out. 

 

(6) Air testing must be performed during all work performed in a Restricted Space to ensure 

that no atmospheric hazards occur. 

 

(7) Ventilation must be provided during all work performed in a Restricted Space. 

 

(8) Procedures must be in place for the removal of the worker from the space in the event 

of an emergency. 


